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God's Exception For Gentiles Before Israel's Casting Away
In ancient times, probably after the flood, but before the call of Abraham in Genesis 12, mankind intensified their rebellion against God.
 
 
Romans 1:24  "Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:"
Romans 1:26  "For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:"
Romans 1:28  "And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;"
 
 
Then God called Abraham so that "in thee shall all nations be blessed". God covenanted with Abraham to give him the land, and to "make of thee a great nation", and "thou shalt be a blessing", and "I will bless them that bless thee and curse him that curseth thee", and "in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed".
 
 
God gave Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his 12 sons, promises of making their descendents the holy nation that mankind was to have been.  Israel was blessed of God mostly from Exodus to Acts.
 
 
During that time, in Genesis 12:3, God made an exception for the rest of mankind besides Israel.
Genesis 12:3 "And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed."
Any God-seeker from any nation could gain acceptability with God by fearing God and working righteousness toward Israel.
Acts 10:35 "But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him."
 
 
Paul refers to that exception in Ephesians 2:12. Not only were the Ephesians he wrote to Gentiles and not God's people, but also, they had ignored God's exception to be blessed of God by fearing God and blessing Israel according to Genesis 12:3. So Paul declares their position in Ephesians 2:12.
Ephesians 2:12 "That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world...."
 
 
Do you know the difference between a nation and a commonwealth? A nation is a people's descendency from their common ancestors. A wider commonwealth involves a wealth or benefit to those of some commonality. In Genesis 12:3, God stated the way for Gentiles to gain some commonality with the nation of Israel, and so, some acceptability with God. It was by blessing Israel to be blessed by God. It did not provide salvation as we now know it after Christ's revelations to Paul.
 
 
Elsewhere, we have discussed the fact that in the Bible, in Mark 7, verse 26, God calls a blesser of Israel "A GREEK". So they are the same thing. Those who the Bible calls "Greeks" by their having blessed Israel, are in the commonwealth of Israel by the Genesis 12:3 exception that God made to the Gentiles who would bless Israel.

