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Romans 15:8, Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers:
what does this mean? 
In Romans 15:8, Paul, inspired of God, is telling the purpose of Jesus Christ's earlier visit to earth, born in Bethlehem, crucified outside of Jerusalem, resurrected and ascended. Paul tells us that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision. The circumcision is the nation of Israel. Only Israel was given the covenant, and the token of that covenant, circumcision. That can be seen in Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 12:7; Genesis 13:14-17; Genesis 15:4-6; Genesis 17:1-14 especially verse 11. 
The word "minister" is defined in Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary as "server," or "waiter" (as a waiter in a restaurant). To serve up something to someone is to minister something to them. For the truth of God (God keeps His promises), Jesus Christ was as a server of  the circumcision when he walked the earth in Israel. That was to confirm those promises that God had made to the fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob's 12 sons (Jacob was renamed Israel, so the children of Jacob became the children of Israel). 
The promises that Jesus Christ came to confirm were the covenants of promise quoted in those Genesis references 2 paragraphs back. In Matthew 4:17 and Mark 1:14-15, Jesus preached to Israel the gospel that their promised kingdom was "at hand" (within their grasp). "Gospel" just means "good news." The gospel of salvation is the good news of how God saves people from His wrath. But not all good news is about our salvation.
Galatians 1:15-16, But when it pleased God, who separated me   is this Christ/Jesus?? from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:
 By starting at verse 1 (in Galatians 1) we find that the "me" who was "separated" was Paul. So, Paul is saying, "When it pleased God to reveal his Son (Jesus) in me (Paul), that I (Paul) might preach him (Jesus Christ) among the heathen (us)." Paul preached Jesus Christ among the heathen (all of us), not just to Israel as Jesus was preached in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Acts 26:16-17, But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister what are the meanings of the word or translation of minister? and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee,
 Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary 1916-1960, defines the noun "minister" as "a servant; attendant."  It defines the transitive verb as "to furnish; supply." It defines the intransitive verb as "to act as an attendant or agent; to attend." In Acts 26:16, "minister" is used as a noun when Jesus Christ from heaven said, "for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness...." Paul was to attend to or serve the newly inspired revelations from Christ to us, as the rest of Acts 26:16-17 says.
1 Timothy 1:16, Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, Meaning of 'mercy'??
In order to understand the meaning of mercy in Paul's case in 1 Timothy 1:15-16, we need to realize the position into which Paul, Saul of Tarsus, had put himself. Let's briefly look at these verses which paint Saul of Tarsus's helpless condition. Jesus had previously told Israel's twelve apostles:
Matthew 12:31-32,  Wherefore I say unto you,
All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: 
but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
shall not be forgiven unto men. 
And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, 
it shall be forgiven him: 
but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, 
it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come.
Speaking against, and blaspheming the Holy Ghost is exactly what Saul of Tarsus did as he consented to the stoning of Holy Ghost filled Stephen in Acts 6:5 through Acts 8:3 as we can see in Stephen's Holy Ghost filled sermon against apostate Israel in Acts 7:51,55,58-59, and Acts 8:1-3 below:
Acts 7:51,  "¶Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: 
as your fathers did, so do ye.
55,  But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, 
looked up stedfastly into heaven, 
and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,
58,  And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: 
and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, 
whose name was Saul.
59,  And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God, and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.
Acts 8:1,  ¶And Saul was consenting unto his death. 
And at that time there was a great persecution 
against the church which was at Jerusalem; 
and they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, 
except the apostles.
2,  And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, 
and made great lamentation over him.
3,  As for Saul, he made havock of the church, 
entering into every house, 
and haling men and women committed them to prison.”
So, Saul of Tarsus was zealously convinced that Jesus was a fraud, and that his death by crucifixion (execution) proved that a dead Jesus was not their Messiah. Saul was trying to purify those in the Jews religion, by eliminating those Jews that believed the Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, risen from the dead. 
 
So when the resurrected, ascended Jesus appeared with power in front of Saul, with light brighter than the noonday sun, Saul knew he was unforgivable, and that he would immediately be struck dead, bound for hell. 
Acts 9:6  And he trembling and astonished said, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
And the Lord said unto him, 
Arise, and go into the city, 
and it shall be told thee what thou must do.
But Jesus Christ had allowed Saul to get to that point, in order that He could reveal His new pattern of saving people from His wrath. Up until that time, nothing had been preached, written, or hinted about a salvation whereby sinners could be saved without their help, but by God's grace, through believing for themselves that Christ BECAME OUR SIN, and died the death penalty for all their sins, so that we might be made the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD, in Him. That was the mercy that Saul received. Saul received forgiveness, not just remission to a future forgiveness, if he endured to the end. Saul was saved. (Ephesians 2:5).
 
No longer are we to come to God lifting up our own righteousness of law-keeping, or religious rituals or ceremonies. Today, since Christ introduced to Paul, salvation of sinners by grace through faith, we come to God as Saul did, as sinners, needing the Savior's grace to save us. That salvation was earned at the cross, announced starting with Paul, and applied when we believe on Christ to save us by having died for our sins, and having resurrected for our justification.
 
 
1 Timothy 1:15  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into the world TO SAVE SINNERS;
of whom I AM CHIEF.
1 Timothy 1:16, Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that
IN ME FIRST Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering,
for A PATTERN TO THEM which should
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.
 
In the verse above, in 1 Timothy 1:15, the word "chief" (in"I am chief") is the Greek word "protos" from which we get our word "PROTOTYPE." Paul was saying that he was in the front of the line, the first one in as a sinner without claiming any merit to be saved. That was the start of the body of Christ as you can see in the next verse, 1 Timothy 1:16 "in me first," and "for a pattern."
 
Acts 13:38-39, Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. forgiveness is so powerful.  there cannot be love without forgiveness....
 
How true that is for us humans, that there cannot be love without forgiveness, even if we have to keep forgiving over and over when condemning thoughts return. But God's forgiveness is above our forgiveness. Believers in Christ's salvation, by His blood, are already forgiven all things. (See Acts 13:38-39; Colossians 2:9-13; Ephesians 4:32 "God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." ("hath" is past tense. It's a done deal).
2 Corinthians 5:16, Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.
I wonder what that means.... 
2 Corinthians 5:16 means that Christ had walked the earth and preached the at-hand-ness of the kingdom out of heaven that God had promised to Israel, from which, Isreal's Messiah (Christ) would rule the world. But that now, we don't know or follow Christ in that way. Today, we are to follow the later revelation that Christ made to us in the Bible through Paul, Christ's only apostle of the Gentiles. Israel is God's agency to reclaim God's authority on earth. The body of Christ is God's agency to reclaim God's authority in heaven. God's victory was won at the cross, but will be worked out in the fulfilling of prophecy, and in the mystery statements that Christ revealed to Paul about the position and work of the body of Christ.

