Not Your Salvation
December 29, 2012 at 6:47am
Do you believe what the Bible actually says in Acts 1 through Acts 7? Neither you, nor anyone else on earth, alive today was included in the events in Acts 1-7. That was all strictly TO and ABOUT Israel, and no offer of salvation was made to any non-Israelites then, unless they claimed God's Genesis 12:3 exception to what Jesus confirmed in John 4:22 "Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews."
 
AT THAT TIME, the only way to God was by either being Israel (Genesis 12:1-2), or by being a non-Israelite (Gentile) who blessed Israel (Genesis 12:3). But, things change.  God promised blessings to Israel THROUGH THE KINGDOM that God had PROMISED ONLY TO ISRAEL (Exodus 19:5-8).
 
When God came in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, and preached the good news that that promised kingdom was "at hand," if Israel would only believe in the name of (identity of) Jesus Christ, Israel's leaders and majority rejected their Messiah, and His kingdom out of heaven.
 
When Jesus came to earth, He only came to Israel, and it was to preach God's kingdom coming out of heaven to earth. But he only came AT THAT TIME, to Israel. - Matthew 15:24 "But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel." - And when Jesus commissioned Israel's twelve apostles to go preach the good news about their king and kingdom being "at hand," He only sent them to Israel and He restricted them from going to people like us, Gentiles. - Matthew 10:5-6 "These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." We Gentiles were not offered that salvation, and that is fortunate because in Acts 7:51-59, Israel fell from its "peculiar treasure" status with God.
 
Israel rejected God, the Father by disbelieving and killing the prophets all the way down to John the Baptist (Acts 7:52). Israel rejected God, the Son, Jesus Christ, at the cross (Matthew 25:27, Luke 23:34). But Jesus told Israel what their UNFORGIVABLE sin would be. - Matthew 12:31-32  "Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come." - Israel committed their unforgivable sin when they blasphemed the Holy Ghost by stoning to death, Holy Ghost filled Stephen in Acts 7:51-59. At that time, Israel fell from their "peculiar treasure" status that God conditionally offered them in Exodus 19:5-8. Hosea's prophecy had been fulfilled nationally. - Hosea 1:9  "Then said God, Call his name Loammi: for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God." - But, individual Israelites, and Israel blessers, could still believe Israel's promise of a future kingdom (Acts 10:34-43) during Israel's diminishing after their fall (Romans 11:11-12), from Acts 8 through Acts 28.
 
Jeremiah 6:9-12 tells us about Israel's blinding and casting away for a time. That time is now because God inspired Apostle Paul to recite Jeremiah's casting away curse to Israel in Acts 28:25-29. God temporarily ended His offer to Israel, of salvation on earth through the kingdom of God coming out of heaven to earth (Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; Daniel 2:44; Deuteronomy 11:21).
 
We Gentiles could have only come to God through Israel, by blessing Israel at that time. But that is no longer available since Israel is blinded and cast away. Just as we can no longer come to God for salvation from His wrath, by building an ark of gopher wood (Genesis 6:14), so also we can no longer come to God for salvation through fallen (Acts 7:51-59), diminished (Romans 11:12), blinded and cast away Israel (Acts 28:25-29).
 
B U T   G O D!!!  
Ephesians 2:4-9  "¶But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast."
 
God immediately initiated a new pattern for salvation, no longer setting apart believers in Israel's kingdom gospel for a future salvation when Christ returns to Israel. God's new pattern was by a new gospel by which first of all, Christ saved Saul of Tarsus as the "chief of sinners." "Chief" there, means the "front of the line", the "first one in." Christ's pattern that started with Saul of Tarsus required unforgivable Saul (unforgivable in Israel's kingdom and doctrine) to come to God with his hands EMPTY, with no hope of earning his salvation, but receiving to himself, God's grace in the form of immediate salvation from God's wrath.
 
Today, we must come to God by that same pattern that God started with unforgivable Saul (1 Corinthians 11:1) who had committed Israel's unforgivable sin of blaspheming the Holy Ghost in Acts 7:51-59. Paul describes that gospel of Christ by which he was saved, in First Corinthians 15:1-4, which is totally different from the previous gospel given only to Israel and written about in Acts 1 through Acts 7. Even the individual salvation offered to Israelites after the fall of the nation Israel (Acts 8 through 15) is no longer available and saves no one anymore, since Israel diminished and was blinded and cast away. Just as in John 4:22 and in Acts 4:12, the only way that Israel could be saved was through the gospel offered to them at that time, so also now, we are only saved and stabilized by the gospel of salvation that Paul preached.
1 Corinthians 15:1  "¶Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;
2  By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.
3  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
4  And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:
5  And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:
6  After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep."

