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Let me illustrate something now. When the college football players get drafted into the NFL, the NFL teams pick the players one at a time from the list of the best college players available. It's called "the draft". Year after year, they establish the order in which NFL teams will get to draft the college players onto their teams.
 
 
I couldn't find the exact date of the earliest time that an undrafted player made it onto an NFL team. But, the earliest I could find record of that was in 1946 when Marion Motley made it onto the Cleveland Browns.
 
 
Can you imagine being one of the already-drafted, veteran players drafted onto the Cleveland Browns before 1946, and being there for the first day of practice in 1946, and seeing Marion Motley warming up. So you ask him, "How come you are here?  The Browns didn't draft you." And Marion answers, "They signed me to a contract, undrafted." And the veteran says, "I didn't know you could do that. I never heard of that happening before. Are you sure that is possible?"
 
 
Then as the years went by, a few more players got signed as undrafted players. It became common knowledge that it can be done by players that are good enough to play football at the NFL level. Before 1946, there was no prohibition from signing undrafted players, but no one even imagined that it could happen. It was just not done, and no one thought of doing it. In order to understand the surprize when the first player was signed as an undrafted player, you have to imagine yourself in that position and era, when it had never yet been done, or even thought of. That is extremely difficult to do. It is like trying to comprehend infinity, eternity, or the Godhead. It is beyond the ability of most of us to be able to comprehend conditions that are different from ours that we have never been in.
 
 
That was all by way of illustration. I hope that illustration helps us see that It is the same way with the work of the cross of Christ. God had told Israel in their scriptures that Messiah would come, and would be cut off, but not for himself, that God's righteous Servant shall justify many, for he shall bear their iniquities, that He would die a horrible death, that He would be buried and resurrected, and that He would return to earth to reign.
 
 
But Israel's scriptures never told that either Israelites or Gentiles could be saved immediately upon believing that Messiah's death was for their sins, and that His resurrection was for their justification. It is just not in the scriptures before Paul was saved in Acts 9. Paul was the first (1st Timothy 1:16). That is just like Marion Motley, the undrafted player being signed to a contract by an NFL team. Before Marion Motley was signed by the Cleveland Browns, no one could have imagined that it could happen. But to comprehend their surprize, you have to imagine yourself back in that position, in that era before any undrafted player had yet been signed to an NFL contract.
 
 
Likewise, to understand the wonder of the “mystery of Christ” that was Paul's salvation you have to put yourself back in the position and time of those before Paul was mysteriously saved. It was incomprehensible to them that someone could be saved, if they were unforgivable in Israel's doctrine.
 
 
We tend to think of former conditions as being like they are now. It is difficult to think in the mindset of a time when there had never been an undrafted player signed to a contract. That would have been still outside the realm of the things that are thought of as possibilities. Similarly, we don't fully realize the conditions before Paul was saved by the only saving message that works today. We tend to think that conditions were not very different. But they were. We tend to think it was not as different from now as the Bible says, and that it would have been unkind of God to withhold from the Jews the way to be saved without works, by believing that Christ died for our sins. We tend to conclude that since God is love, that He would not have kept our salvation a secret from them back then, until the due time to preach it had arrived.
 
 
The Messiah had come to Israel “to confirm the promises made unto the fathers”. He said the kingdom was at hand. But Israel rejected their Messiah and their kingdom out of heaven. Their Messiah died, rose again and went back to heaven. Then things began to happen in Israel’s program. The promised Holy Ghost was shed on Israel’s 12 apostles by their Messiah in heaven. God gave Israel an acceptable year of the Lord to repent of crucifying their Messiah and to be baptized as a kingdom of priests. However, the leadership and majority of Israel did not believe or repent or be baptized. In fact, Israel’s high priest and leadership blasphemed the Holy Ghost to end that year when they could have accepted their Messiah and He would have returned to reign over the earth, starting with Daniel’s 70th week.
 
 
So, from heaven, the Messiah sent back a good news shortly after Israel committed their unforgivable sin of blaspheming the Holy Ghost in Acts 7. In Acts 9, the Messiah, the Christ apprehended Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus and Paul believed that the Messiah was Jesus, the crucified One, the prophesied One. Paul, either then, or soon after, must have related Isaiah 53:3-12 to his situation and known that since he was still alive, Christ must have died his death for him when He died on the cross. So that saving "good news" from "Messiah" in heaven was called the “gospel of Christ” and its 2 qualifiers in Romans 1:16 are that it is sent to (1) all that believe, and (2) to the Jew first and also to the Greek, to provoke Israel to jealousy and save some of them according to Romans 11:11 and First Corinthians 9: 19-22. That secret good news that Messiah sent back to us through Paul was the mystery of Christ, in a dispensation of the gospel of Christ to the Jews and Jew-blessing Greeks.
 
 
But wait, there's more, much more. A quarter century after Paul experienced salvation by grace, through faith, without works, Christ revealed something brand new for Paul to preach. In Acts 20, Christ gave Paul the ministry he had revealed to him in Acts 18. Acts 20:24 is the first time in the Bible that Paul refers to "the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God." He later refers to that good news of the grace of God in Titus 2:11 "For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath APPEARED TO ALL MEN...." That later sending exceeded the limited sending to the Jew first and also to the Greek, that Paul described in First Corinthians 9:17-18, 15:1-4, Romans 1:16, 11:11. After Paul fully preached during a dispensation of the gospel to the Jews and Greeks, Christ then widen his commission to testify to all men the good news that even those alien Gentiles that God had given up on in Romans 1:18-2:2 could now be saved too, by believing on God's grace, through the faith of Christ in dying for the sins of us Gentiles too, as well as for the sins of Israel.
 
 
Can you imagine yourself back in the position and era BEFORE the good news of salvation was sent to all men. Back then, no one could even imagine that God would save those He told Israel that He would curse in Genesis 12:3b. That had to wait until the nation Israel had been given every last chance to repent, and receive God’s King, and His kingdom out of heaven. It had to wait until every last Israelite had been given the chance to individually change his mind, and elect to believe Paul's gospel, the only gospel that would still save people by the time of Israel's blinding and casting away in the last half chapter of Acts.
 
 
That wide expansion of the target audience to which Christ sent Paul to preach the same saving message, but with wider distribution, was called the gospel of the grace of God in the dispensation of the grace of God. But it is the same saving message by which Paul was saved in a dispensation of the gospel. That expansion brought many into the same body of Christ that previously had been only Jews and Jew-blessing Greeks for a quarter of a century. Christ “made both one.” He made “in himself of twain one new man, so making peace;” But the confluence of the two conditions of Gentiles caused Paul to write for them to be “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”. That joining of the believing Jews and Greeks, with the believing alien Gentiles was named in scripture, “the fellowship of the mystery” in the “dispensation of the grace of God".
 
 
Ephesians 1:12-13 tells us that the gospel of Christ which saved believers during a dispensation of the gospel in mid-Acts, is the same saving message that saves people today in the dispensation of the grace of God, after Christ sent Paul to preach salvation to all people. Ephesians 1:12-13, “That we should be to the praise of his glory, WHO FIRST TRUSTED IN CHRIST. In whom YE ALSO TRUSTED, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise....”
 
 
If this all seems too complicated, remember that it is NOT necessary for you to understand any of those provisions that Christ made, in order for you to be saved.  Only believe that Christ is your Savior by His dying for your sins on the cross, and that he rose from the dead for your justification.
Top of Form
Like
Like
Love
Haha
Wow
Sad
Angry
CommentShare
6You, Conradt Engelbrecht, Trent A Garges and 3 others
Comments
[image: Byron Wiggins]
Byron Wiggins Amen!
July 31, 2014 at 5:21pm · Like
[image: Viktor Bejan]
Viktor Bejan Well said Brother Mike freeeeeeee
July 31, 2014 at 6:44pm · Like
[image: Michael Marcheskie]
Michael Marcheskie Hi Mike, can you show me in scripture that the Greeks and (regular) Gentiles had hostility toward one another?......Eph 2:14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 
Eph 2:15 Having a...See More
August 2, 2014 at 8:45am · Like
[image: Michael Marcheskie]
Michael Marcheskie Act 14:1 And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed. 
Hi Mike, here it talks of Jews and Greeks that believed.........See More
August 2, 2014 at 9:13am · Like
[image: Mike McGlathery]
Mike McGlathery People often short-circuit their understanding of what God actually said in the Bible by allowing their unidentified, preconceived ideas to reign in their thinking. The explanation is the same as always, STOP mentally adding the word "ALL" to the verse...See More
August 2, 2014 at 12:39pm · Like
[image: Michael Marcheskie]
Michael Marcheskie Mike, paul did not write any of Acts.....I guess we will never come to see things eye to eye....you say I misinterpret the scripture and I think you do....so I guess we will see each other at the judgement seat of Christ and discuss these issues again....till then Love in Christ.....
August 2, 2014 at 12:50pm · Like
[image: Michael Marcheskie]
Michael Marcheskie you never answered where Greeks and Gentiles had EMNITY.....
August 2, 2014 at 12:51pm · Like
[image: Michael Marcheskie]
Michael Marcheskie Mike, something to think about.....If Paul did not go to "what you call alien gentiles" until Acts 20 and preached to Greeks , then why didn't Paul say that in the last verse of Acts 14?....Why didn't he say greeks instead of gentiles.??????
August 2, 2014 at 4:48pm · Like
[image: Mike McGlathery]
Mike McGlathery Michael, Greeks are Gentiles. Paul did not say "all the Gentiles, until 2nd Timothy 4:17, the last chapter he wrote.
August 4, 2014 at 1:50pm · Unlike · 1
[image: Mike McGlathery]
Mike McGlathery The Bible said that there was enmity between the God-fearing Gentiles (Greeks) and the God-ignoring Gentiles (aliens) in Acts 14:1-5 and in Eph.2:11-17.
August 4, 2014 at 1:52pm · Unlike · 1
[image: Mike McGlathery]
Mike McGlathery Michael, I listened to that sermon link you sent and I agreed with most of it, almost all of it, with 2 or 3 differences. I wonder where those differences originated.
August 4, 2014 at 1:54pm · Like
[image: Mike McGlathery]
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