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May we look at Mark 7:5-9, Mark 8:31, Luke 9:22.
 
Mark 7:5  Then the Pharisees and SCRIBES asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the ELDERS, but eat bread with unwashen hands?
6  He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.
7  Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
8  For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.
9  And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.
 
Mark 8:31  And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the ELDERS, and of the CHIEF PRIESTS, and SCRIBES, and be killed, and after three days rise again.
 
Luke 9:22  Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the ELDERS and CHIEF PRIESTS and SCRIBES, and be slain, and be raised the third day.
 
Those verses show that Israel's "SCRIBES" and "ELDERS" opposed and rejected the authority and Messiahship of Jesus Christ. Then in Luke 7:29-30 we can see that there was a division among THE PEOPLE of Israel. Some believed John the Baptist's preparation for the Messiah to come, and some rejected the counsel of God.
 
Later, we can still see the wider division between those 2 factions. The little flock had preached Jesus is the Christ, risen from the dead.  But the SCRIBES and ELDERS were opposing them, and opposing God's working at that time. It was the disbelief of Israel's LEADERSHIP and their MAJORITY that led apostate Israel to blaspheme against THE HOLY GHOST'S MESSAGE TO THEM to repent, as spoken by HOLY GHOST FILLED STEPHEN in Acts 7 especially in verses 51-58.
 
But look at who the Bible says it was that blasphemed the holy Ghost.
 
Acts 6:12 And they stirred up THE PEOPLE, and the ELDERS, and the SCRIBES,
and came upon him, and caught him,
and brought him to THE COUNCIL,
Acts 6:15 And all that sat in THE COUNCIL, looking stedfastly on him,
saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.
Acts 7:1 Then said THE HIGH PRIEST, Are these things so?
 
Israel's high priest himself was at the forefront of apostate Israel's departure from God.
 
Acts 7:51  YE stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears,
YE do always RESIST THE HOLY GHOST:
as your fathers did, so do ye.
Acts 7:52  Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?
and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One;
of whom YE have been now the betrayers and murderers:
Acts 7:53  Who have received the law by the disposition of angels,
and HAVE NOT KEPT IT.
Acts 7:54  When THEY heard these things,
THEY were cut to the heart, and THEY gnashed on him with their teeth.
Acts 7:55  But HE, BEING FULL OF THE HOLY GHOST,
looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,
Acts 7:56  And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened,
and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.
Acts 7:57  Then THEY cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears,
and ran upon him with one accord,
Acts 7:58  And cast him out of the city, and stoned him:
and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet,
whose name was Saul.
 
So, it is not just a few men that blasphemed the holy Ghost. It was the entire leadership of the NATION of Israel that parted company with God. Also the few who remained at the cross during the crucifixion demonstrate that the majority was also siding with the blasphemers in Acts 6 and 7.
 
Matthew 12:31  Wherefore I say unto you,
All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men:
but the BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST shall not be forgiven unto men.
Matthew 12:32  And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man,
it shall be forgiven him:
but whosoever SPEAKETH AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST,
it shall not be forgiven him,
neither in this world,
neither in the world to come.

