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ROMANS OVERVIEW AND CHAPTERS ONE THROUGH FIVE.

In the epistle to the Romans, Paul talks about the major revealed doctrines, to a wide variety of people. We will be looking at those doctrines and how Paul introduces, explains, and summarizes them.

Lets look at some introductory things in the book of Romans. Then, before we really get into the body of the epistle, we will look at some of the concluding things that Paul says. That will give us a view of what Paul talks about in detail, in the main part of the epistle. Then, we will start looking at the main body of the epistle to the Romans.

Turn to Romans 1, verses 9, through 11.  

Have you ever heard  people coaching others about how to give a speech?  They say that, “first, you tell them what you are going to say.  Then, you say in detail, what you have prepared to tell them.  And then afterward, you tell them what it is that you told them, reemphasizing it to them. That prepares their mind for an orderly reception of what you have to say. Then, after you have gone into detail, you review for them, what you said.

Well, that is kind of what Paul did in Romans.  May we look in 
Romans 1, verse 9,  	For God is my witness, 
whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, 
that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers;
	
This is introduction, with Paul writing  to the Romans in his "Epistle to the Romans", and he says in 
Romans 1, verse 10, Making request, 
if by any means now at length 
I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God 
to come unto you.

Romans 1, verse 11, For I long to see you, that I may

and here is why he was writing to them, 

that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, 
to the end ye may be established;

Paul wants them to be established by this gift he was imparting to them, and we know from John 6, verse 63 that the words of scripture are spiritual things.
Paul says 
that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, 
to the end ye may be established;

We will come back to that, but now, we are continuing on to keep in the context, 
Romans 1, verse 12,	
That is, that I may be comforted together with you 
BY the mutual faith both of you and me.

That is Paul’s desire, that their faith would become mutual, theirs like his. That was in line with the commission with which Christ charged Paul, in First Corinthians 9, verse 17. Let's read on further in Romans.
Romans 1, Verse 13,	Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, 
(but was let hitherto,)

or, restrained hitherto.  It does not mean that God "let" Paul to go to them. "Let", as used here, has an older definition of the word, which is still in use. The word, “let”, does not mean allowed, but it means restrained, as you would "let" a bucket down a well, with resistance.  You restrain it. You keep it from falling all at once, which would muddy the water.  

He was let hitherto.  
He was kept from coming to them.

that I might have some fruit among you also, 
even as among other Gentiles.

So here, he is talking at least to Gentiles, because he says that he has fruit among other Gentiles, which would mean that at least some of them in Rome are Gentiles too.

We find out later in chapter 2, verse 17, that they were Gentiles that had come to God on the basis of 
Genesis 12, verse 3, And I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

They wanted to be blessed by God, and God said that He would bless those who bless Abram and His seed. So, they were resting in the law, trusting that God would bring them a blessing, if they blessed Israel.

Paul wrote to these Gentiles, in
Romans 2:17, Behold, thou art called a Jew, 
and restest in the law, 
and makest thy boast of God,

Lets go back to 
Romans 1, verses 10, and 11,
Making request, if by any means now at length 
I might have a prosperous journey 
by the will of God to come unto you.

For I long to see you, 
that I may impart unto you some SPIRITUAL GIFT, 
to the end ye may be established;

Well, that's not religion's thought of what is a spiritual gift. He goes on to tell what is the result of the gift,"to the end ye may be established".  What he is giving them will establish them. So the spiritual gift that he is talking about, is this letter. That is what Paul is giving them.  
He is sending them this epistle and that's the spiritual gift that will show them how to be established. 

Romans 1:12, 
That is, that I may be comforted together with you 
by the mutual faith both of you and me.

Now this mutual faith that he talks about in verse 12, that he desires of them, IS THAT he may be comforted together BY the mutual faith. They had a faith.  But the faith they had was not a mutual faith in the gospel that he was teaching, and was about to teach them. He was introducing them, and calling them to be SAVED, as we will soon see.  

Look in Romans chapter 1, verse 7. We see that he says, 
“To all that be in Rome”

So, he's writing to all. 	Not that it will get to all that be in Rome, but Paul is teaching doctrine that applies to all that be in Rome. So then, there is going to be a variety of lessons in his epistle to Rome. As Paul goes through his epistle, he addresses the various segments of people in Rome  

Romans 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, 
		as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?

Also, in Romans 4:1, Paul refers to the Jews to whom he writes. Speaking for himself, and those in his Roman audience, Paul calls Abraham “OUR FATHER”. So, those who Paul was then speaking to, had descended from Abraham, like Paul did. In other words, THAT SEGMENT were Jews.

So, some lessons are for Jews, sanctified to God, but who were in the Jewish faith at that time.  Some lessons are for Gentiles that were Greeks, and had proselyted to Judaism, and call themselves Jews, and rest in the law.   Some lessons are for people that read the epistle, and believe the gospel of Christ to be saved. So then, some lessons are for saved people.   Some of them had heard, that the Messiah had come. And, some of them probably had not yet heard that news, authoritatively.   Some lessons are for people that get saved, by reading, and BELIEVING Paul's gospel in this epistle.

And, 
1:7,“To all that be in Rome”
would include unbelievers too, needing to be saved. And by saying,
1:7, “To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, 
CALLED TO BE SAINTS:”
Jesus Christ is calling them to be Saints, set apart to the body of Christ, by the gospel of Christ written in Paul's epistle to them. Paul wants them to GET SAVED!

Romans 1:5-7 was written in Acts 20. Since, in the temple vision in Acts 18, Paul had already received his apostleship to all nations, then, “all that be in Rome” are also among those being called of Jesus Christ.

Romans 1:5-7, 
By whom we HAVE RECEIVED grace and APOSTLESHIP, 
for obedience to the faith AMONG ALL NATIONS, for his name:
1:6, Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ:
1:7, To ALL that be in Rome, beloved of God, 
called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 1:7, says Paul writes “to all that be in Rome”, and describes all of them as being “called to be saints”. They are not saints yet, but Christ is calling them to be set apart as saints, by believing the gospel in Paul’s "Epistle to the Romans".

And that fits with other doctrine to us, from Christ, through Paul, Where Paul says that by Christ’s faith, God’s own righteousness is available unto ALL, but that God’s righteousness is only UPON all that believe. So, on that basis, Jesus Christ is calling all that be in Rome to be saints. Look at the verses:
Romans 3:21-22,
3:21, But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets;
3:22, Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and 
upon all them that believe: 
for there is no difference:

And he goes on in Romans 1, verse 8 to say 
1:8, “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, 
that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.”
So, Paul praises them for having a faith in something, A faith in what they had heard so far, whether they had only heard the ancient Jewish faith, or whether some had heard that Messiah had come, died and resurrected, And that He was Jesus, of Nazareth.


So, there were Jews that he was talking to. And there were others, that you could call 
“Jew blessers,” or “Jewish associates,” or Greeks.  

The Greeks were Gentiles that came to God by blessing Israel.  They came into the synagogues to learn the wisdom and knowledge of God in the law of Moses, and to come to God in that way, at least until they had heard Paul's gospel.  

So, Paul was writing to them.  Romans 1, verse 12, confirms that understanding of 
Romans 1:7, “called to be saints” 
that he was calling them to be saints, because he wanted their faith to be mutual with his faith, which would COMFORT him. 
Romans 1:12, 
That is, that I may be comforted together with you 
by the mutual faith both of you and me.

In Romans 1, verse 12, he was writing this in order to stablish them. That he may be comforted by their mutual faith. He wanted to be comforted that they come into a mutual faith.  Because they didn't yet have a mutual faith. They were unaware of what Paul was writing to them, thus the need for the epistle.  

That sums up the “tell them what you are going to say” part. NOW, let's go to the end of the epistle, and lets look at how he “tells them what he told them.” In Romans 16, verses 25, and 26.  We will start with verse 25.  
16:25, “Now to him that is of power to stablish you“
Paul was closing out the epistle, and he is praying, and he says, 
16:25, “Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to”
and he went on to list for them THE THREE THINGS that will stablish them. 
“My gospel” 
is the first STABLISHER. Those were things that he had talked about, as he talked about “my gospel” in Romans chapter 1, through chapter 5. 

Next, we see the first connective word (conjunction)
		“and”
Then the second thing, in the series of three things that stablish you, is, 
16:25 ...“the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began, 
16:26, But now is made manifest” 

So, that's the mystery. And, it was given unto Paul to reveal that mystery, and to preach Jesus Christ, not according to Matthew Mark Luke and John, not according to Israel's gospel, not according to Jesus first coming, or the way in which He was sent. 

When Jesus Christ came the first time, he was sent as a minister of the circumcision, 
as it says in Romans 15, verse eight.  
15:8, Now I say that Jesus Christ WAS 
a minister of the circumcision 
for the truth of God, 
to confirm the promises made unto the fathers:”

But now, Paul has been sent to preach Jesus Christ, according to this secret, this mystery, which was not made known when Jesus was still on Earth. It was not made known until after his ascension. But it has been made known now at the beginning of Romans 16, verse 26,
Romans 16, verses 25, and 26.
16:25, “the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began,
16:26, But now is made manifest”

Then, there is the second conjunction,
“and” 
followed by the third thing which stablishes those Romans, and us too is 
“by the Scriptures of the prophets 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God 
made known to all nations for the obedience of faith.” 

That third means of stablishing us, is the same as what Paul said in Second Timothy 3, verses 14, through 16.  Talking about Timothy learning the scriptures before Paul was saved, 
In Second Timothy 3, verse 15, Paul says that 
3:15, “from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”

Its through faith though, and the through faith part, is what he was teaching, that what counts is, what their faith was in. Faith is to be in Christ, that he died for our sins. 

What do the Scriptures of the prophets tell us? See Romans 1:1-2.
1:1, Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, 
separated unto the GOSPEL OF GOD, 

1:2, (Which he had promised afore 
by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)

So, the Scriptures of the prophets tell us about the facts of the “GOSPEL OF GOD”. The Scriptures of the prophets, are a means of stablishing someone. 

From Acts 9 through Acts 19, Paul started with the Gospel of God, from the scriptures of the prophets, when introducing Jews and Greeks to the gospel of their salvation.

So, when we sum this up we see that in Romans 16, verses 25, and 26, he says the three things that establish a person, that bring you to establishment would be, firstly, 
16:25, “my gospel”, 
“and”
secondly, 
“the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began, 

But now is made manifest“
“and”
Thirdly, “
“by the scriptures of the prophets, 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, 
made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:”

By applying the outline in Romans 16, verses 25, through 26, we see that “My gospel” is taught by Paul in Romans chapters 1, through 5, verse 11
.  
So, starting in chapter 5, verse 12, you see Paul teaching
“the preaching of Jesus Christ”, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began, 
but now is made manifest.” 

You see Paul teaching about the power of God in us, and the new creature. Although, Paul does not use the word “mortify,” like he does in Colossians 3, verses 5, through 7,  you can read that he tells us we are dead to sin, and dead to the law, and that because of that, we SHOULD RECKON ourselves to be so, instead of falling back into that same pattern of sin. Because we ARE dead to sin, we can and should RECKON ourselves TO BE dead to sin.  

He tells us that we are not under the law. These are all things that are involved with the mystery. I don’t think that he uses the term, mystery, in explaining it in chapters 6, 7, and 8, 
but those are the chapters that handle the new creature. 

Then we will go on to the second, “and” in Romans 16, verse 25, and 26. We will start after the first five words in verse 26. 

“and” 
(we are stablished)
“by the scriptures of the prophets
according to the commandment of the everlasting God….” 

The prophets had prophesied for Israel, and Israel's future.  Here, Paul is handling those prophecies, and why we can't be saved by believing what Israel was told to believe, and what happened to Israel in chapters 9, and 10, and 11.  He says that these three things stablish you. So what he is doing is prepairing these people. 

Then in the rest of the epistle, chapters 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16, he taught them what this established life is, and what it produces, in other words, the way to live as an established believer. 

So he started off in Romans 12, verse 1, and he says 
“I beseech you therefore.” 

In other words, by all of this that has preceded, by these three ways that God stablishes you, 
“present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.” 

God has done the work in you, now here is how to live.  Then, he went on with several chapters of exhortations to Godly living. 

