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As we look back in Romans, we see this introduction,  Then Paul goes ahead and tells  them the gospel. So, we can look again in Romans 1, verse 13, through 18, and hit some high points, as we go through this first gospel portion leading to the "gospel of Christ" that Paul preached then. 

He says, 
13, “Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, 
(but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, 
even as among other Gentiles
14, I am debtor both to the Greeks and to the barbarians 
both to the wise and to the unwise 
15, So, as much as in me is, 
I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also

Look back to Romans 1, verses13, and 14. Comparing what Paul said in First Corinthians 9, verses 17, and 18, with Romans 1:16, the gospel of Christ had been charged to him. It was committed to him to preach to Jews and Greeks. 

1 Corinthians 9:17, For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: 
but if against my will, 
a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.
1 Corinthians 9:18, What is my reward then? 
Verily that, when I preach the gospel, 
I may make THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST without charge, 
that I abuse not my power in the gospel.

Romans 1:16, For I am not ashamed of THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
TO every one that BELIEVETH; 
TO the JEW FIRST, and also to the Greek.

Notice that the Bible did NOT YET say that Paul was sent to "ALL THE GENTILES" at that time. Paul went to whom he was sent. The Gentiles that Paul went to according to the record in acts were the Greeks, those Jew blessers in the synagogues. 

The Greeks were the Gentiles that were claiming God's covenant of promise in 
Genesis 12:3, And I WILL BLESS THEM THAT BLESS THEE, 
and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

The Greeks placed themselves in that covenant of promise. The Greeks were NOT "ALIENS from the commonwealth of Israel, and STRANGERS from the covenant of promise". On the contrary, the Greeks were in that covenant of promise. God had promised Israel, "I WILL BLESS THEM THAT BLESS THEE".

Paul went from synagogue, to synagogue, to synagogue. At least 10 times in Acts 9, through 19, he went to synagogues. At least one time, he went, and he found where the Jews met. The Bible didn't say they had a synagogue in that town of Philippi. But Acts 16, verse 12 informs us that Philippi was a chief city in that part of Macedonia. 

Acts 16:12 And from thence to Philippi, 
which is THE CHIEF CITY of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: 
and we were in that city abiding certain days.

So, Philippi most likely had a synagogue, but according to John 9:22, gospel of God believing Jews were expelled from synagogues. 
John 9:22 These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: 
for the Jews had agreed already, 
that if any man did confess that he (Jesus) was Christ, 
HE SHOULD BE PUT OUT of the synagogue.
Paul found where they met, went there, and found Lydia, and others. 

Eventually, Paul got put in jail there, and then released by an earthquake in Acts 16. But, the point is that Paul went to whom he was sent, at that time.  And, HE WROTE TO whom he was sent, at that time. And, after his first sending, the Acts record shows that Paul went to the Jews and Greeks, mainly in the synagogues. 

Romans 1:16 
	For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
	for it is the power of God unto salvation 
(to whom was the gospel of Christ SENT, at that time)
TO every one that believeth; 
	TO THE JEW FIRST, AND ALSO TO THE GREEK.

Paul said in Romans 1:16, that, he is not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation TO every one that believeth; TO the Jew first, and also to the Greek, the Jew-blessers in the synagogues. 

And, that is who he went to, trying to get the Jews and Greeks, that were not part of the little flock, to come into the body of Christ by believing the gospel of God and the gospel of Christ, gospel of Messiah that he was preaching. 

But we see an apparent conflict here, and I want to help us to remember the meanings of the words in the text, which clarify it.  Look back in Romans 1:14.  Paul said  
I am debtor BOTH to the GREEKS, and to the BARBARIANS, 
(those barbarians were the non-Greek, alien Gentiles who did not fear God, or bless Israel.)
both to the wise, and to the unwise.
The "Greeks" were the "wise". The "Barbarians" were the "unwise".

Up until that time, Paul had been SENT to the Jews and Greeks, having been separated unto the gospel of God, and then, the gospel of Christ having been committed to him. Paul had been SENT to those in the covenants of promise,  the Jews and Greeks.  But, he had NOT yet been SENT to the ALIEN BARBARIANS, and Scythians who WERE STRANGERS from the covenants of promise.

The apparent conflict is that, since Paul was NOT YET SENT to "ALL THE GENTILES" until Acts 20, verse 6, and he wrote Romans in Acts 20, verse 3, why does Paul say in Romans, that he is "debtor BOTH to the GREEKS, and to the BARBARIANS" while he was still NOT YET SENT to the alien Barbarians and Scythians?

By that time of Paul's writing to all that be at Rome, we can find no record of the words of Christ SENDING Paul to the alien Barbarians and Scythians, but only to the Jews and Greeks. Yet, he says I am debtor also to the Barbarians. 
Romans 1:14, I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; 
both to the wise, and to the unwise.
He said, "both to the wise", those seekers of the wisdom and knowledge of God, "and to the unwise", those who ignored the wisdom and knowledge of God.

Well I don't know how many of you own a house with a mortgage. but if you have a mortgage, you’re a debtor. If you pay it off, then you are not a debtor anymore, right?  At least not, in that mortgage. But when you buy a house with a mortgage, you become a debtor, and you owe that money, and THAT ALL MUST BE PAID OFF IN THE FUTURE. 

(IN THE FUTURE). That's what "I am debtor" is talking about. Paul wrote to the Romans in Acts 20, verse 3. By then, he had already received that Temple vision in which Christ told him that, in the future, he would send him to all men including Barbarians, the wise, and the unwise. That was the "apostleship" that Paul referred to in Romans 1, verse 5.
Romans 1:5  By whom we have received grace and apostleship, 
for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:

He hadn't yet received THAT SECOND SENDING. But, he would receive it a few verses later after writing this epistle "to all that be in Rome". He knew that a dispensing of the gospel to the Jews and Greeks had been committed to him.  He did it willingly. That was a goal in his life. It was his course, and he also had to finish his course. 

However, it was not until later that Paul tells of "the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God" to all men. That ministry to all men, including the Barbarians, was not revealed until Acts 20:24, twenty one verses after this epistle was written.

Acts 20:24 But none of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course with joy, 
and 
the ministry, which I HAVE RECEIVED of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

So, he was A DEBTOR to, IN THE FUTURE, dispense the gospel to ALL men. Then he went on to say, in Romans 1:15: 

So, as much as in me is, 
I am ready to preach the gospel 
to you that are at Rome also.

Paul was talking to CERTAIN Gentiles, as he said in verse 13, talking to Gentiles that "rested in the law", according to Romans 2:17. Those who rested in the law were the PROSELYTES, Jews that had been Gentiles. So, he was still talking to the Jews, and Greeks. 

But, Paul's epistle was sent to a variety of people in Rome, as we saw in Romans 1:7. it was sent, 
to all that be in Rome 
So, he addressed them all, but separately, in different areas of the epistle.  

We also find a nugget here that we don't want to miss.  At that time, the gospel that saved people, was called the gospel of Christ. But, in chapter 1, verse 1, he was talking about a gospel that was titled, the gospel of God.  Paul goes on to describe it in verses 3, and 4. It is that Jesus is the prophesied, resurrected Christ, the Messiah, the Son of God. 

Romans 1:1
	 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
	called to be an apostle, 
	separated unto the gospel of God,
Romans 1:2 
	(Which he had promised afore 
by his prophets in the holy scriptures,)
Romans 1:3 
	Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
	which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;
Romans 1:4 
	And declared to be the Son of God with power, 
	according to the spirit of holiness, 
	by the resurrection from the dead:

Believing that, equips you.  It enables you to understand, and believe the gospel of Christ that when he died and rose from the dead, IT WAS FOR YOUR SINS. That's part of the mystery, that when Jesus died on the cross, it was for your sins, and that by believing that, you are saved from god’s wrath. 

So that nugget is in there.  It's not fully explained in Romans 1:16, but it's named:  the gospel of Christ.  And, it's called:  the power of God onto salvation to every one that believes. The ones that believe are saved.

Then he goes into it in more detail, later in that section, 
chapters 1, through 5. 
Lets get to Romans 1:17.  It's in the same section 

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith: 
as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

And that's what God is interested in, isn’t it. He cannot have unrighteousness around him. He can't have in his presence, people that are not as righteous as God. So therefore, in saving and justifying believers, he imputes to us his own righteousness. Therein is the righteousness of God revealed, from faith to faith. FROM CHRIST’S FAITH, that God would RESURRECT Him, and forgive us of all those sins. From Christ’s faith, TO MY FAITH in believing that He did it for me, which forgave all my sins, and that there will never be sins on my account to ask to be forgiven. 

Let us kind of shift gears here in Romans 1:18.  Paul discusses the wrath of God being revealed. Then, he goes into two chapters, and part of the third chapter about, the Gentiles, and then the Jews. 

Paul starts with the Gentiles, and how they didn't have God, and how the Gentiles could find God from the invisible things from the creation of the world 
Romans 1:20, For the invisible things of him 
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead; 
so that they are without excuse:

There were things by which they could know that there was a God, and that God was a blessing God, and was bountiful, and that they could put their trust in him, and in God’s grace, without first actually knowing the name of Jesus Christ, or having even seen a Bible.

In Romans 1, Paul goes through how the Gentiles went their own way, and God “gave them up”, ”gave them up”, and “gave them over” to a reprobate mind, being filled with all unrighteousness. And that they went deeper and deeper into sin.  

And as we know, by the seventh, eighth, or ninth generation after Adam, God had to destroy the world by the flood, Then, a few generations after that, he had to stop construction of the tower of Babel, by scattering the people, confusing their speaking into languages. 

Man naturally goes from bad to worse. We are NOT good people. We are NOT born with a good streak through us.  When unsaved people try to do good stuff, it's usually to prop up their name in front of people, or to try to appease God, thinking that their works can help them in relation to God, or for some other reason.  But, the prophet Isaiah describes all that effort as filthy rags, and elsewhere, its described as dead works. works that don't count. 

Then Paul goes on in chapter 2 talking about Jews that some of the Gentiles in Rome are blessing, the Jews that have the law that those particular Gentiles are "resting in". Again Paul wrote, as we saw in 
Romans 1, verse 7,  To all that be in Rome
That included a variety of people that were at Rome.  He was talking to them, and calling them to be saints, set apart ones.

As we go on through Romans chapter 2, and in verses 23 through 29, Paul went through some arguments, and said to these Jews, and proselytes that it's not just a Jew being physically circumcised that made them a true Jew, but it's the Jews faith in their heart that made them true Jews. 

Paul is not saying that all people, like us alien Gentiles with a circumcised heart, 
then somehow become a descendant of Jacob. Romans 2:17 show that Paul is only talking about Jews in this part of the second chapter, the Jews and proselytes that be in Rome. saying that those Jews needed the faith in the heart, as well as the circumcision in the flesh, to be true Jews. 
    
That is crucial to understand. If you don't see that yet, please read through Romans 2, verses 25, through 29 again, and let the word of God say it. If you miss this, you will misunderstand the entire "Epistle to the Galatians".

When we get to Romans, chapter 3, we see that Paul concludes all people to be under sin, both Gentiles and also the Jews. 
Romans 3:10, through 12.
10,  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
11,  There is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after God.
12,  They are all gone out of the way
Paul is summing up both Jew and Gentile here, everybody! 
they are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
13,  Their throat is an open sepulchre;
So far, he hasn't left any room for any standing of anybody's argument: 
such as: (“you know, God, actually I’m pretty good"). 
Their throat is an open sepulchre; 
with their tongues they have used deceit; 
the poison of asps is under their lips:
14,  Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:
IF he hasn't already condemned everybody, he goes on to make sure, 
15,  Their feet are swift to shed blood:
16,  Destruction and misery are in their ways:
17,  And the way of peace have they not known:
18,  There is no fear of God before their eyes.

Some people balk at that one.  “There is no fear of God before their eyes,” 
and they talk about that heavy feeling, that some people have, conviction, or depression, or whatever, 

But in an unsaved person, that's a fear of hell. That's a fear of retribution. That’s a fear of what is going to happen to me. Its self-preservation. According to Romans 3, verse 18, that is not a fear of God. It's a fear of what is going to happen to them. 

That is the way things had been. But, we could briefly preview the now of the present time. Look at what we get into, in verse 21, 
“BUT NOW.” 
 
But, you can't just jump over this next part to get there. This is a 2 verse SUMMARY of man’s position in sin, before Christ. Its so crucial in understanding God’s salvation. 

Romans 3:19, Now we know that what things soever the law saith, 
it saith to them who are under the law: 
THAT every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God.

In other words, the Gentiles mouths were already stopped. Since Romans 1, verse 28, the Gentiles didn't have any standing before God anyway. But the Jews thought that they did. The Jews had the law. It was written to the Jews, so that every mouth, including you Jews, your mouth may be stopped TOO, and ALL the world may become guilty before God. 

What was the purpose of the law? To shut every mouth. Nobody has any valid  arguments before God. Nobody has a foot to stand on.

Romans 3, verse 20,  
THEREFORE. 
“Therefore”, in other words, God set it up that way! So that,
by the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

But, this is one of those places, in verse 21, that we get into where God steps in to make a change in our predicament. 
“BUT NOW.” 
That was the way things had been, but let's head into what God changed. 

