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The law gives everyone, the knowledge that they come short of the glory of God. That is the bad side. But, here is the good side that Paul goes on to teach In Romans 3, verse 21,
“BUT NOW the righteousness of God”
(that total purity and holiness of God) 
“BUT NOW the righteousness of God
without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets;"
(but not being manifested by the people.)  That was the trouble. 

Romans 3, verse 22,
Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ....

The “faith of Jesus Christ” Is Jesus Christ's faith. 
unto all and upon all.... 
So that righteousness is onto all, it does reach all. It is available to all. But it's only 
UPON all them that believe: 
for there is no difference:

Think of a CARWASH: You pull your car into the CARWASH, When your car is in position to be washed OR waxed, at that time, the wax is in the sprayer, all the way, unto where your car is positioned.

Nothing yet has come out of the sprayers. Nothing yet has affected your car. Then, depending on what you had chosen, Either you get WAX with your wash, or you get NO WAX with your wash.

Here is the point. The wax in those sprayers, comes UNTO every car. But, the wax is only UPON those who had chosen it.

Romans 3:22, says that 
	“the righteousness of God”
Is 
	“UNTO ALL”
	“and”
	“UPON ALL them that believe”


Do you see the qualifier that God placed there? it's only UPON 
“ALL THEM THAT BELIEVE.“
So, it applies to you, if ye believe. 
BUT IF you don't believe, if you don't trust Christ as your Savior, by trusting that he died for your sins, then, it does NOT apply to you. It comes UNTO YOU, but it is NOT UPON YOU, unless you believe. It's upon all them that believe. We have to identify the pronoun "THEM" as "all them that believe." They believe what Paul is presenting here.
Romans 3, verse 23, and 24,
23,  
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
24,  
Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

That “all” applies there too, doesn't it, in verse 24? 

"ALL have sinned"
and ALL are 
Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus 
but, as we saw in verse 22, it only applies to "all them that believe". 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
25,  
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God;

In the past, before that, sins of old, had to be remitted. They could not be forgiven, UNTIL Christ had actually made peace through the blood of his cross, FOR their forgiveness. 

So, Paul says:
for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God;
26,  
To declare, I say, at this time

that is the but now 

To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: 
that he might be just, and 
the justifier OF HIM WHICH BELIEVETH IN JESUS.

There is that belief needed again. The ones that are justified, are the ones that believe that Jesus Christ is their Savior, and that He saved them by his blood. 

He does that in a way that He remains just. He doesn't bend the rules. 

Romans 3:27,  
Where is boasting then? 
It is excluded. 
By what law? 
of works? 
Nay: but by the law of faith.
The working of faith, in other words, the operation of faith.

28,  
Therefore we conclude that 
a man is justified by faith 
WITHOUT the deeds of the law.
Isn’t that a precious verse? 

Let's go on.  He hits us again, with his gospel in chapter 4. Paul says:

Romans 4:1,  
What shall we say then that Abraham our father, 
as pertaining to the flesh, 
hath found?
Paul says that “pertaining to the flesh” Abraham is his, and their, forefather.  (He says that Abraham is “our father.”) So while Paul addresses this epistle “To all that be in Rome,” He identifies the group to which he now turns his attention as being the descendants of Abraham, 
specifically, the Jews.

Romans 4, verses 2, through 4,  
2,
For IF Abraham were justified by works, 
he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.
3,  
For what saith the scripture? 
Abraham believed God, 
and IT (the belief) was counted unto him for righteousness.
4,  
Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt.

So, you get hired.  You make an agreement with your employer.  You go to work, and do the work, and he pays you. He is not being gracious to you, is he?

If he says, “well I don't feel gracious today, I’ll give you half as much.” You would say, “No, we have an agreement.  You agreed to pay me such and such an hour.”  And he would have to pay you.  He owes it to you. It is his debt, until he pays you.

That's what its talking about there, 
4,  
Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt.

5,  
But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justifieth the UNGODLY, 
his faith is counted for righteousness.
There is that imputation of righteousness to the believer. 

Paul summarizes here.

We see in 
Romans 4, verse 20, 
He (Abraham) staggered not at THE PROMISE of God through unbelief; 
but was strong in faith, 
giving glory to God;
and next, Paul describes Abraham's faith 


Romans 4, verse 21,  
And being fully persuaded that, 
what he had promised, he was able also to perform.
22,  
And therefore (because of that verse 20 faith, described in verse 21) 
it was imputed to him for righteousness.

According to Genesis 12, verses 1, through 3, Abraham had been promised something else other than what we have been promised.  Wasn’t he?

But he believed what he had been promised by God. It was his faith that was counted as righteousness. And we are to have faith in what God gave us to believe in the Bible. 

We are to believe that gospel which Paul just gave in the chapter before, which is the gospel that Paul is going to present again, during the next few verses, and it is the same gospel that Paul preached in First Corinthians 15, verses 1, through 4. 

But let's look at it here. 
Paul says,  
22, 
And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.
23, 
now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him 
24, 
but for us also to whom it shall be imputed 
if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead 

And next, we have the same thing as in first Corinthians 15 verse three, 
25,  
Who was delivered FOR OUR offences, 
and was raised again FOR OUR justification.	
It was our offenses, the PAYING FOR THE DEBT OF OUR OFFENSES, our sins, that put Jesus Christ on the cross. 
and he was raised again FOR OUR justification 
Therefore, we know that we believers are justified, BY his resurrection, when he rose from the dead. 

END ROMANS 4  --  START ROMANS 5 

Paul summarizes in chapter 5, verses 1, through 11. 
“Therefore,” 
In other words, because of what we just went through, from Romans chapters 1, through 4, about how bad man is, all men, and that Christ imputes his righteousness to us, by faith 
Romans 5:1,  
Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

And it doesn't say, “therefore being justified by faith, we have PROBATION with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  We have peace! And how much of it did we do? NONE OF IT!  We didn't do any of it, did we? 

It was the faith of Christ in going to the cross, knowing that God would raise him from the dead, having forgiven all of our sins Jesus Christ believed that all our sins would be forgiven by his death, and therefore, he went to the cross. That is “the faith of Jesus Christ” 

By our believing that, we come into the benefit of that. We are not only forgiven of all sins, but we are imputed God’s own righteousness.

So, Paul goes on through,  and now lets look down in verse 6. This is the result of what he's already written, and has told us about before 
Romans 5:6,  
For when we were yet without strength, 
in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
When the time was right, he went to the cross. Before Paul, it was only known that "my righteous servant" would die for the iniquities of many, that being God's people to whom it turns out that Christ came in John 1:11 and Romans 15:8..
John 1:11  He came unto his own ....
Romans 15:8  Now I say that 
Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision 
for the truth of God, 
to confirm the promises made unto the fathers:

. But now we learn that: 
"Christ died for the UNGODLY.

7,  
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: 
yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.

8,  
But God.
But God. It's not “but I tried hard,” or “I pleased God.” It's “but God.”  God did it.  That is GOD'S GRACE! God did it!!!
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, 
NOT that we were repentant, NOT that were baptized, NOT that were going to church 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
9,  
Much more then, being NOW justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through him.
We believers shall be saved from God’s wrath before it comes in Jacob's trouble. Romans 5, verse 9, is a confirming reference to the catching up of the body of Christ. It is not a primary reference, but it is a confirming reference to Paul's teaching of the catching up of the body of Christ. 

Since the catching up is the only major Pauline doctrine not thoroughly taught in Romans, we will bring in other Pauline scriptures to fill out Paul's teaching of the catching up that he refers to here.
1 Corinthians 15:51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed,
1 Corinthians 15:52  In a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.
1 Corinthians 15:53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality.
1 Corinthians 15:54  So when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory.

1 Thessalonians 4:13  
But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
1 Thessalonians 4:14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
1 Thessalonians 4:15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep.
1 Thessalonians 4:16  For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
1 Thessalonians 4:17  Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
1 Thessalonians 4:18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
Let us go through these catching up verses again, to see some things.
1 Corinthians 15:51  ¶Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed,
First of all, Paul calls this teaching a MYSTERY, a SECRET. It had not been told before, not announced, not written about, not prophesied. The Lord's return to Israel to reign at the end of Jacob's trouble is prophesied. So this mystery that Paul is revealing is NOT the prophesied return of Christ to the earth. And that fits, because this catching up is only told about in Paul's writings. The return of the Lord to Israel does not involve us because we are NOT Israel.

1 Corinthians 15:51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed,
Paul mentions "sleep", and later he calls the same people:
"the dead" in 1 Corinthians 15:52,
"mortal" in 1 Corinthians 15:53 and 54,
"Death" in 1 Corinthians 15:54,
"them which are asleep" in 1 Thessalonians 4:13,
"them also which sleep in Jesus" in 1 Thessalonians 4:14,
"them which are asleep" in 1 Thessalonians 4:15,
"the dead in Christ" in 1 Thessalonians 4:16,
From this comparison, we can see that Paul considers "sleep in Jesus" to be the same as "dead in Christ". So, all that fear about "soul sleep" is non-scriptural, being not in the Bible, but invented by man. "Soul sleep" is not in the Bible, but heresies built around that non-Scriptural phrase, need to be recognized and rejected after the first and second admonition. 

Nevertheless, the Bible does equate them which "sleep in Jesus", with "the dead in Christ". Scripturally speaking, Paul considered those who SLEEP in Jesus, to be the same as being "DEAD in Christ". To a believer in Paul's gospel of Christ crucified for our sins, to SLEEP in Jesus, is to be "DEAD in Christ". 

Remember that Jesus uses the term "sleep" differently than we think of it on this side of the grave, as we see here.
John 11:11  These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, 
Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; 
but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.
John 11:12  Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.
John 11:13  Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: 
but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.
John 11:14  Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.

Look at the comparison,
		John 11:11 ... Lazarus sleepeth,
		John 11:14 ... Lazarus is dead.
It was the same event, the same situation, and the same conditions. In the Bible, they mean the same thing.

Death is thought of as final. It is evident that Paul used the term "SLEEP IN JESUS", because for us, our death is not final, it is followed by resurrection, and reward. So Paul said that we "SLEEP IN JESUS", and it was explained in John 11:12, that if we "SLEEP", we "shall do well. It is not dreadful as it is for those who have no hopel.
 
In 1 Corinthians 15:51, Paul introduces the fact for believers that "we shall all be changed" in resurrection. Then, in 1 Corinthians 15:52-53, Paul explains and describes that change which God affects in resurrecting us in the body of Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:52  
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.
1 Corinthians 15:53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality.

Now we can look at what Paul reveals in 
1 Thessalonians 4, verses 13, through 18.
1 Thessalonians 4:13  
But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
Paul's doctrine teaches that the body of Christ members avoid sorrowing as others will do without hope of avoiding it. Others will sorrow in Jacob's trouble, but the body of Christ will "sorrow not". The body of Christ has no teaching that we will be going through Jacob's trouble, Daniel's 70th week.

1 Thessalonians 4:18  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
Its good to know that for saved people, the verses between 4:13 and 4:18 will produce comfort.
1 Thessalonians 4:14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.
1 Thessalonians 4:15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep.
In 1 Thessalonians 4:15, we see saved people, some that are still "alive", and some that are "asleep". "Prevent" is "pre" (before), and "vent" (come). To "prevent" means to "come before". It says, "we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent (or come before) them which are asleep. So, at the catching up, those who sleep in Jesus come before (or WILL BE CAUGHT UP BEFORE) those which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord.

That is what 4:16 tells about.
1 Thessalonians 4:16  For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: 
and THE DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST:


1 Thessalonians 4:17  Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
1 Thessalonians 4:17 says that when the catching up occurs, saved people that are still alive at the catching up, will caught up to be together with some other saved people from verses 14, and 16, that are already in the clouds, and verse 14, and 16, tells that Jesus brings those "dead in Christ" with him, and we meet the Lord in the air. Both avoiding Jacob's trouble, and meeting the Lord are very good reasons NOT TO SORROW as others that have no hope.

Let us continue in Romans 5, at,
10,  
For if, when we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.
11,  
And not only so, 
but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom WE HAVE NOW RECEIVED the atonement.
Its our’s.  The atonement is our’s.

12,  
Wherefore, as by one man, 
sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned:

So, he's making this very clear.  It's one of the most detailed discussions of our condition, and what God did about it to save us, and how we can be saved 

That pretty well summarizes the overview of Romans. In Romans 1, verses 11, and 12, 
Paul wrote to show all that be in Rome how to be established. 

And in Romans 16, verses 25, and 26, Paul wrote that these are the three things that bring us to an established life: 
my gospel, 
and,
preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery, 
and, 
the inspired of God, Old Testament Scriptures. 

Don't let anybody tell you, that there are MORE than 66 books in the Bible, Or, LESS than 66 books in the Bible. Stay away from where you hear that. If you hear that, RUN! 

We have God’s Bible, brought down through the ages for us. God promised.  God did promise that every word of God is pure!  That's Proverbs 30, verse 5, 
Proverbs 30:5 Every word of God IS pure: 
he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.

And, in Psalms 12, verses 6, and 7, God has also promised, to PRESERVE those pure words for us, to bring them to us, to reveal His will to you through His word. 

Psalms 12:6 The words of the LORD are pure words: 
as silver tried in a furnace of earth, 
purified seven times.
Psalms 12:7 Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, 
thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.

also:

1 Peter 1:25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 
And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.

So, don't let somebody tell you that the Scripture is false, or that, the Scripture has been changed, or that, the Scripture doesn't apply today, or that, “Well all translations have mistakes”

God does NOT MAKE MISTAKES. God's inspiration is errorless through God's directing of man's handwriting. God's preservation is errorless through God's directing of copies and translations. God’s word is errorless. God’s word was preserved for ever, God is not a liar, and he promised it to us 

Those parts that are written to us today,  do apply to us today. And those parts that were written to Israel, applied during Israel's rise, while Israel was not yet cast away, and they will apply when the Israel of God is regathered by God into THE LAND, according to the promise of God. He does bring to pass all that He promised, TO WHOM He promised it. 

We have looked at the overview, and we've looked at the first section of Romans, chapters 1, through 5, about my gospel, Paul's gospel, given to Paul by Christ, according to Galatians 1 verses 11 and 12,
Galatians 1:11 But I certify you, brethren, that 
the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.
Galatians 1:12 For I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.

