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Godly Living
Romans 5, verse 12, through Romans 8, verse 4

·	Baptized into Christ's death
·	Circumcised with Christ
·	Righteousness of God
·	Dead to sin
·	Free from sin
·	Dead to the Law
·	Free from the Law

We are going to continue on, with the study in Romans, starting with the summary that Paul gives in Romans 16, verses 25 and 26, which we will use as an outline of the epistle.  
		"Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to", 
and he tells them (and us) what is going to establish them.  

What he ends with is their establishment, telling what life is like as an established believer in the gospel of Christ.  But what leads to that starts off with 
		"my gospel", 
and secondly is, 
"the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began, 
26. but now is made manifest,"  
So, it was kept secret, but now, he is making it manifest, making it known. Then, the third thing in the outline would be, the third thing that establishes us, 
"by the Scriptures of the prophets, 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, 
made known to all nations for the obedience of faith."  

Earlier, we had gone through the 
"my gospel" 
part that Paul starts off with, from Romans 1, verse 1 through Romans 5, verse 11.  Now we are picking up today at Romans 5, verse 12.  
"Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned:
13. "For until the law sin was in the world: 
but sin is not imputed when there is no law."  
So, that's a crucial verse there.  Sin is not imputed when there is no law.  
As we look down further, we are going to see, as it says in Romans Six, verse 14, we are not under the law.  
For sin shall not have dominion over you: 
for ye are not under the law, 
but under grace.
And those verses do go together.  

So, if we look down at the 
Romans Five, verse 15, 
"But NOT as the offence, so also is the free gift."  

Now that is kind of a strange way of talking.  Its a strange comparison.  But, if you leave out the “not”, it is saying the negative of this, it is not saying, 
	“but as the offense, so also is the free gift”.  
You can see it that way, and when you add back that not, he is saying, 
	“but not as the offense so is the free gift".  
In other words, they are different.  The free gift is not the same as the offense.   
“For if through the offense of one, many be dead, 
much more the grace of God, 
and the gift by grace which is by one man, Jesus Christ, 
hath abounded unto many."  

And then, going on to 
Romans 5, verse 16, 
“And not as it was by one that sinned, 
so is the gift: 
for the judgment was by one 
to condemnation, 
but the free gift is of many offences 
unto justification.”  
So there is the difference that its declaring.  

Lets look in 
Romans 5, verse 17, 
“For IF by one man's offence death reigned by one; 
much more THEY WHICH 
RECEIVE ABUNDANCE OF GRACE 
AND OF THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ” 
You are receiving the gift of righteousness, when you believe the gospel.  
“receive abundance of grace 
and of THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  

We are NOT receiving a GIFT OF LASCIVIOUSNESS, or GIFT OF COVETOUSNESS, or of HATRED.  
Now these seem strange to even mention.  But, that's what some people are saying, when they accuse us of claiming that we have license to sin.  In effect, they are claiming that we are saying that we have received the gift OF LASCIVIOUSNESS, or OF ENVY, or OF JEALOUSY, as if we are proclaiming we receive that from God.

But no, it says we are receiving THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.  And it's a gift, and we receive it.  
So we have been given "his imputed righteousness."  It's not our perfection in our actions, and daily walk.  It is his gift of imputing his own righteousness, to our account.  And, that's verified.  

Lets go look back to Romans 3, verses 19, through 22.  It says, 
“Now we know that what things soever the law saith, 
it saith to them who are under the law: 
that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God.”  
In other words, no man can PLEASE GOD by his deeds.  
20,
“Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.”  
21,
“But now the righteousness of God 
without the law 
is manifested”.   
It is the righteousness of God.  NOT the righteousness of Mike, or the righteousness of YOU!  or of anybody else.  It is the righteousness of God.  God's own 
“RIGHTEOUSNESS...WITHOUT THE LAW 
is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 
22,
even the righteousness of God.”  
God's own 
"righteousness which is by faith of Jesus Christ”, 
Jesus Christ’s own faith, 
“unto all”, 
That is, it's available to all, 
“and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:,”  
This gift of God's own righteousness comes 
"UPON ALL THEM THAT BELIEVE," 
BELIEVE THE GOSPEL.  

Remember: 
Hebrews 11:6  
... without faith it is impossible to please him....

We see that FAITH a key thought, and I believe it is a major part of the mystery, revealed to Paul for us.  

In that first section, about Paul's "my gospel," that we have gone back to here, in Romans 3, the gospel IS part of the mystery.  

But that's not all.  The way I see it, the way I understand the Scriptures, the mystery is not a bunch of separate mysteries.  

Yes, there are different mysteries, the mystery of Israel being blinded is separate.  It's a different one.  The mystery of the catching up, is listed as a different mystery.  

But some of these mysteries, go together.  For instance, Ephesians 1, verse 13, tells us that, when we hear the gospel of salvaton, we can believe it.  Then, First Corinthians 12, verse 13, tells us that we are baptized into the body of Christ, by one Spirit.  And then, Ephesians 1, verse 13, says that same Holy Spirit is the seal that seals us there.

So those are all things that were never told in the Old Testament, about there being a body of Christ, or about the Holy Spirit baptizing people into the one body of Christ, or about us being sealed there WITH the Holy Spirit, not only sealed there BY the Holy Spirit, but, sealed there WITH the Holy Spirit..  

And they are all related.  And so is this, that we receive God's own righteousness. It is a mystery that was never mentioned in the Bible BEFORE PAUL, that separately from blessing Israel, the righteousness of God would be imputed to all people that believe, being made "ACCEPTABLE by the gospel of God" apart from Israel, according to Romans 15, verse 16. So that then, all people could hear and believe the gospel of the grace of God, to be saved. 

The law was designed to show, that every mouth would be stopped, and nobody is righteous before God.  

The only way to have righteousness that God will accept, is to accept God's righteousness, which is being given to us who believe the gospel of salvation.  

At the cross, God earned the right to stay JUST, in justifying believers. 

Now, Psalm 32, verses 1, to 2, David found forgiveness from God for having committed adultery and then murder. David also PROPHESIED about a future time when Israel will be forgiven for its apostasy, as David was forgiven for his transgression. 
David says how, 
"Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered.  
Blessed is the man unto whom 
the LORD imputeth not iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no guile."
David found forgiveness for his adultery and murder, though, it cost him the life of his son (Second Samuel 12, verses14, to 19, especially verse 18).
2 Samuel 12:18 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. 
And the servants of David feared to tell him that the child was dead: 
for they said, Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spake unto him, 
and he would not hearken unto our voice: 
how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that the child is dead?
How would you like that kind of forgiveness?

Also, look briefly at Israel's parallel New Testament verse, 
First John 1, verse 9,  
If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

There will come a time when Israel will acknowledge its sins, as David did.in 
Psalms 32, verse 5,
"I acknowledged my sin unto thee,"

And there will come a time, when Israel will stop hiding the iniquity of its sin, as David did in 
Psalms 32, verse 5,
" mine iniquity have I not hid. 
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; 
and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin."

In the same way, there will come a time when Israel will confess its transgressions unto the LORD, and the LORD will forgive the iniquity of Israel's sin.

But David goes on in Psalms 32, verse 6, prophesying that
" For this shall every one that is GODLY pray unto thee 
in a time when thou mayest be found:"
David prophesies about Israel, not about the body of Christ. Israel, as a nation, after centuries of going astray, like sheep, lost their ability to 
"pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found:"
Israel became "not God's people," Loammi
Hosea 1: 9 
Then said God, Call his name Loammi: for ye are not my people, 
and I will not be your God.

Acts 28: 25 
And when they agreed not among themselves, 
they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, 
Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,

Acts 28: 26 
Saying, Go unto this people, and say, 
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; 
and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:

Acts 28: 27 
For the heart of this people is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes have they closed; 
lest they should see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, 
and I should heal them.

Acts 28: 28 
Be it known therefore unto you, that 
the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, 
and that they will hear it.

From studying Paul's epistles, we know that those in the body of Christ now have God's own righteousness imputed to them. But what about Israel? When will they be declared righteousness enough for God?

We know from a secret revealed to Paul that Israel's blindness will end after 
"the fullness of the Gentiles be come in" to what God is building today.

Romans 11:25
"For I would not, brethren, 
that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, 
lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; 
that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."

But, in Romans 11:26, the secret is further revealed that afterward
"And so all Israel shall be saved: 
as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:"
And so after that, the fulfillment of Israel's prophesies resumes.

