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And so, Israel's prophet Ezekiel foretells that Israel's day will come.
Ezekiel 36:21  
But I had pity for mine holy name, 
which the house of Israel had profaned among the heathen, 
whither they went.
22  
Therefore say unto the house of Israel, 
Thus saith the Lord GOD; 
I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, 
but for mine holy name's sake, 
which ye have profaned among the heathen, 
whither ye went.
23  
And I will sanctify my great name, 
which was profaned among the heathen, 
which ye have profaned in the midst of them; 
and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, 
saith the Lord GOD, 
when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes.
24  
For I will take you from among the heathen, 
and gather you out of all countries, 
and will bring you into your own land.
25  
¶Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean: 
from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, 
will I cleanse you.
26  
A new heart also will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you: 
and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and I will give you an heart of flesh.
27  
And I will put my spirit within you, 
and cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and ye shall keep my judgments, 
and do them.
28  
And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; 
and ye shall be my people, 
and I will be your God.
29  
I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: 
and I will call for the corn, 
and will increase it, 
and lay no famine upon you.

Psalms 32: 6 
For this shall EVERY ONE THAT IS GODLY PRAY UNTO THEE 
IN A TIME WHEN THOU MAYEST BE FOUND: 
surely in the floods of great waters they 
shall not come nigh unto him.

But Israel's good intentions of being righteous, didn't work out. They found out that their pledge to keep every one of God's laws, was impossible to do, as God designed it to show them.

So, one day, Israel will have God's righteousness. As Romans 11, verse 25 says, 
after 
"the fulness of the Gentiles be come in" 
into what God is building now, Israel's blindness will be lifted, and Romans 11, verse 26 tells us that
"And so all Israel shall be saved: 
as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:"

Hosea 1:9 Then said God, 
Call his name Loammi: for ye are not my people, 
and I will not be your God.
Hosea 1:10 Yet the number of the children of Israel 
shall be as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, 
that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, 
there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God.
Hosea 1:11 Then shall the children of Judah 
and the children of Israel be gathered together, 
and appoint themselves one head, 
and they shall come up out of the land: 
for great shall be the day of Jezreel.

Zechariah 12:9 And it shall come to pass in that day, 
that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.
Zechariah 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplications: 
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for him, 
as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.
Zechariah 12:11 In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, 
as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon.

That's a different thing.  That's not the same as us being given God’s righteousness, and not ever having any sins on our account, on that basis. You see one is by believing Paul's gospel, and the other is by keeping the covenant that Israel had made with God, or rather, God had made with Israel, that they must not sin.  

Israel had agreed to the covenants and law in Deuteronomy 6:25, 
“And it shall be our righteousness, 
if we observe to do all these commandments 
before the LORD our God, as he hath commanded us.”  

So, they had high hopes of living a perfect life.  But they found out that because of sin in mankind, the law works wrath.
 Romans 4:15 Because the law worketh wrath: 
for where no law is, there is no transgression.

Romans 3:19-22
Romans 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, 
it saith to them who are under the law: 
that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God.
Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
Romans 3:21 But now 
the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets;
Romans 3:22 Even the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all 
and upon all them that believe: 

After God is finished building the church which is His body, he will catch us up to be with Him. Then, He will also enable Israel, to receive God's spirit and imputed righteousness.  

For us, the gift of righteousness is as it said in 
Romans 5, verse 17.  
“For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; 
much more they which receive abundance of grace 
and of the gift of righteousness 
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)

So, we have been given righteousness, God’s righteousness. We have been given a reigning life here. That is this life, here.  It's not talking about after the resurrection. Its talking about having a life here that is characterized by this righteousness of God IN US.  

Now, that is not all there is to it.  We believers have God's righteousness, and we are dead to sin, but were told in Colossians 3, verse 5, 
“Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth.”  
And he gives a list of things, the sins or fleshly deeds, works that do not come from the spirit of God within us, or from the gift of righteousness that is within us, by faith.  

What we started out with here, was that this gift of righteousness is part of the formerly hidden mystery that we are involved in, and that Christ has announced through Paul.  

So, we will go on to the next verse in this section.  
Romans 5, verse 18, says, 
“Therefore as by the offence of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation; 
even so by the righteousness of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life..”  
And as we read in Romans 3, verses 21, and 22, it is available to all.  And, that justification of life, is by faith. See Romans 5, verse 1,
Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

So, faith is required, It required Christ's faith, to go to the cross. But, it requires our trusting in the gospel of Christ, believing and receiving to ourselves that Christ died for our sins, that Christ made full payment, for your sins, for my sins.  By believing that, we are saved, and are justified.  

In Romans 5, verse 18, it says justified.  
“The free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life,” 
which is seen to be by faith, trusting, in Ephesians 1, verse 13.  
In whom ye also trusted, 
after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

There is one principle here that we need to remember.  The Bible doesn't explain everything every time it mentions a topic.  We can see in Ephesians 1, verse 13, that 
	(1) "the word of truth", 
is the same as:
	(2) "the gospel of your salvation"

In the same way, we know something from 
First Corinthians 15, verse 1, and 2, 
“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you” 
so he says I declare it to you.  I am telling it to you.  Here it is, 
“which also ye have RECEIVED.”  
So, in First Corinthians 15, verses 1, the believer receives 
"the gospel"

It similar to what it says in Ephesians 1, verse 13, 
“after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation.”  
It's equating them.  The gospel of your salvation IS the word of truth.  It's a restatement of the same thing.  It's not a series of things.  It's a statement that the gospel of your salvation IS the word of truth.  

Well, its the same thing here in First Corinthians 15, verse 1, 
“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you 
the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye have RECEIVED, 
and wherein ye stand; 
First Corinthians 15, verse 2,
by which also ye are saved” 

He goes on at the end of First Corinthians 15, verse verse 2, to say 
“unless ye have BELIEVED in vain” 
In other words, take Paul's whole gospel, whole doctrine, whole teaching and see that, throughout his teaching. he teaches salvation by God's grace, through faith that Christ died for your sins. 

e doesn't vary from that.  But Paul specifies to believe what he preached unto them, as opposed to what Peter, James, or John preached.

So, Paul is saying that there is an important difference between his, and their gospels. Paul is defining the division there, the DIVISION that needs to be DIVIDED RIGHTLY.

He says in First Corinthians 15, verse verse 2,
" keep in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have BELIEVED in vain."
Its vain and futile to believe any other gospel than Paul's.

But, what we need to see is here, at the end of verse 2, Paul uses a slightly different word to refer back to what he called "RECEIVED" in verse 1. 

Its as if you were coaching your son, how to hit a baseball.
"When they pitch the ball to you,
hit the ball, really smash it."

Well, the word "smash" is not defined just like the word "hit". But, both words are referring to the same event. They both mean to 
swing the bat so as to 
make contact with the incoming ball, 
bouncing it off the bat, in a severe manner, 
causing the ball to rapidly leave the area.
Only, maybe not as wordy.

So, Paul is giving additional information as to what is that SHIFT OF TRUST that must occur FROM the person managing their own results of God's judgment against him, TO the person fully depending on Christ to manage the results of God's judgment that had been against him.

So,
"unless you believed in vain," 
it takes belief, and that is what Paul is saying.  Verse two's "BELIEF," IS EQUATED WITH "RECEIVING" in verse one.  He goes on to say in First Corinthians 15, verses 3, and 4, here are the facts of the gospel to be believed, in order to, be saved.
	For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, 
	how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
 
	And that he was buried, 
	and that he rose again the third day 
	according to the scriptures:

So, when you BELIEVE that, WHEN Christ died on the cross,	He was dying for your sins, in your place, so that you won't die that way. When you believe that, it is the same as saying, you have received that good news to yourself.

So, you see that, believing that Christ died for your sins, is more than just mentally knowing a fact. It is receiving it to yourself, Christ's offer to trade places with you, according to
Second Corinthians 5, verses 21,
For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
And it is fully knowing that Christ actually will trade places with you 	and that He will completely accomplish your salvation forever, in spite of you.

Lets continue with First Corinthians 15, verse 3,
“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received” 
There is that word “received” again, which is what Paul did when he believed the gospel on the road to Damascus, received, and believed.  
“how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; 
First Corinthians 15, verse 4,
and that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures:” 

So that's a complete presentation that Paul makes of the gospel of salvation, the
gospel of Christ, which later becomes the gospel of the grace of God.

