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	In First Corinthians 15, verses 1, through 4, we see a complete presentation of the gospel of salvation. But we find in Acts 16, verse 31, it says. 
“believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house."  
It doesn't give the whole thing, but that's what he is talking about.  

He preached unto them the gospel of Christ, the gospel of salvation.  If you look in the next verse, he did preach unto them the gospel, in their house.  
Acts 16, verse 32, 
And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, 
and TO ALL THAT WERE IN HIS HOUSE.
Acts 16, verse 34, 
And when he had brought them into his house, 
he set meat before them, and rejoiced, 
believing in God with ALL his house.
But here, in Acts 16, verse 31, it is just a summary.  

There are other places, for instance, in First Timothy 1, verse 16, he does the same thing.  
First Timothy 1, verse 16,
Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that IN ME FIRST Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
FOR A PATTERN to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.

It's more or less a summary.  Now we know from First Corinthians 15:1-4, that the blood of Christ is a necessity.  It's part of the gospel, that he died on the cross.  

Whether it is talking about the preaching of THE CROSS, or he BLOOD of Christ, or that he DIED for our sins, they are talking about that same event, which are a necessary part of the gospel.  

But here we see in First Timothy 1, verse16, 
“Howbeit for this cause”, 
for what cause?  Howbeit, for the cause that First Timothy 1, verse 15, tells us,
“Christ Jesus came into the world TO SAVE SINNERS… 
16,
Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that IN ME FIRST Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
FOR A PATTERN to 
them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting."
Well, there is nothing in there about the blood, or the cross, or the death of Christ.  But, it's a summary of the gospel.  Paul is not giving the whole gospel EVERY TIME he mentions it.  

The whole gospel of salvation for us today, must say three things:  (The 3 parts of the whole gospel are:  first, what God did to enable you to be saved, 	second, what you must do or believe to appropriate to yourself, what God did to save you, third, what God promises the result will be.  So, the whole gospel of your salvation today is:  (1)  the substitutionary cross, death, or blood; (2)  that you receive it, believe it, trusted it, by faith;  (3)  results in you being justified, righteous, quickened, or saved from God's wrath.

But that doesn't mean that just because you read or hear a verse like this, it doesn't mean that's all that is involved with the gospel.  You need to study to be approved of God, to understand the whole meaning.  And that is what we are doing here.  We have presented First Corinthians 15:1-4 as being a complete giving of the gospel.  

We need to look at Romans 5, verse 18.  Let me just read it.  
“Therefore as by the offence of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation; 
even so by the righteousness of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.

We are NO LONGER condemned FOR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS alone, now that God's own righteousness is available to us.  What WE ARE CONDEMNED for, is NOT RECEIVING God's righteousness.  

It's the fact that, he is offering us righteousness, which is what His demand is, which is what we lack. God cannot tolerate unrighteousness, in his presence.  

So its there, its available to all.  It's not that people can't attain it.  It's that they refuse to receive his gift.  People want to do it their own way.  They don't trust that, God's way will work out, in the end.  They want to supplement it with their own good works, thinking that they can make up the difference, And that means that they aren't fully trusting Christ to give them His righteousness to save them.  and so, people don't meet God's requirement.

The problem is that, some people refuse to receive this free gift of the righteousness of God in their lives.

The gospel was the first section of this epistle.  It goes from Romans 1, verse 1, through Romans 5:12, and we had done that earlier.  So now, we get to chapter 6.  

Lets go on Romans 6, verses 1, and 2.  We see, Paul is saying, 
2,
“God forbid. 
How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?” 
Well, the question was asked 
1,
“Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” 
And this is what we talked about earlier, that we have been given the gift of RIGHTEOUSNESS.  We have NOT been given the gift of COVETOUSNESS, or of MURDER. Those are NOT what we are given.  We are given a gift, 	its an accounting of our position before God. But to you it's a part of our life now.  That's part of our being.  

So, this is the new creature that we are, A person that hasn't received Christ as their Savior, 	has not received His forgiveness, 	which is this gift of righteousness that comes by believing that Christ died for our sins, they look at how simple God has made it to become a saved person, and they say, “well, that's a license to sin”.  they figure that if they were in that situation, 	they could get away with a lot of sin. They just don't understand.  When they haven't taken that step of faith, they don't have any way of understanding God's righteousness that becomes part of our being.  

They still don't have any way of understanding that according to Romans 6, verse 14, being under the Law, gives sin dominion over you. But, according to Titus 2, verses 11, and 12, being under God's grace, teaches you to deny ungodliness, and worldly lust, and that we should live soberly, righteously, and godly.

If we can compare Romans 6, verse 2, with Romans 5, verse 17, we see in Romans 5, verse 17, 
“For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; 
much more they which receive abundance of grace and 
of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ”.  
We are not defeated by the sins that, he goes on to talk about in Romans 6, verse 2.  You just can't understand it, if you haven’t trusted and received that gift of righteousness.  
Romans 6, verse 1,  
¶What shall we say then? 
Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
Romans 6, verse 2,
God forbid. 
How shall we, that are DEAD TO SIN, 
live any longer therein?

Some people complain about the translation into the words
	"God forbid"
They say that the word "God" is not actually there. But you couldn't accurately translate it without the word "God." That is what the verses are saying, that it is God in you, that enables you to NOT have the Romans 6, verse 1 attitude, which says,
		" Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?"

If you look at Romans 6, verses 3, and 4, that compares with Romans 5, verse 17 also when you look at a Romans 6, verse 3, First, look at:
1 Corinthians 12, verse 13,  
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into ONE BODY, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
and 1 Corinthians 12, verse 27,  
Now ye are THE BODY OF CHRIST, and members in particular.
and Galatians 3, verse 27,  
For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.

Now, include this inspired information:
Romans 6, verse 3,
Know ye not, that 
so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into his death?
So what we were, our goals, our ambitions, our motivations, self-preservation, and self aggrandizement, putting ourselves forward, all that has gone through a death.  

Paul tells us that now, there is only one baptism.
Ephesians 4, verse 4,  
There is one body, 
and one Spirit, 
even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;
Ephesians 4, verse 5,  
One Lord, 
one faith, 
one baptism,
We are buried with him by baptism, the baptism by the Holy Spirit, into the body of Christ, and it's also into Christ, as it says in verse 3, baptized into Jesus Christ, and here it says baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 
Romans 6, verse 4,  
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism INTO death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, 
even so WE ALSO SHOULD WALK in newness of life.

“Therefore we are buried with him BY baptism into death”.  

That is not accomplished by, “you should do this,"  or, "Quit doing that.”  It is not to be another LAW to keep.  In a sense, it is a way of operation, a way of doing things, the way that God DOES THINGS in our lives.  

Paul talks about that a little bit later in Romans 8, verse 2.  But, it is NOT a condition to be kept, in order to be saved, like the Mosaic law used to be, it's not that.  

It's more like the law of GRAVITY.  It’s the way God operates.  You don't have to try and keep the law of GRAVITY. It is just the way God does things.  

In Romans 6, verse 4, Paul is saying that, 
“as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father”, 
Now that’s power.  That’s resurrection power.  And Paul goes on that by that same POWER,
"Even so, we also should walk in newness of life."  

And the only walk, that a believer can walk, is in newness of life, its positional.  It’s the position which God gives to each believer in Paul's gospel of salvation

But it does affect our lives, too.  NOT in the sense that we have sinless perfection.  But, we are credited with the THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD, which is without flaw.  But also, our daily life is more or less governed by it, even though, we still make the choice.  

That's why Paul says to MORTIFY, KILL those old impulses, and LIVE BY that RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD that is within you.  You choose to do it. It is your choice to make. 

In Colossians 3, verse 2, Paul says, 
“Set your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth."  
Why does he tell you to “set your affection," IF you can't do that.  It's a choice you make, and yes, you can SET your affection.  If you don't, then you won't be reigning in this life, as we are studying about, in Romans 6.  So, it's something you probably won't know about if you don't study, but HERE WE ARE studying it, and we are finding out.  

So, 
Colossians 3, verse 3,
	“SET your affection on things above, not on things on the earth”.  
And, as he says in Colossians 3, verse 5, 
	“MORTIFY therefore your members which are upon the earth”.  

And you CAN’T do that by yourself.  You can only do that, (mortify or kill those desires), you can only do that because you ARE DEAD in Christ.  As a believer in Paul's gospel of salvation, you have died with Christ, in 33 A.D.  You have been crucified with Christ, nevertheless you live.  Its Christ that lives in you, 

We are to mortify our members. We are to live by reigning in life, by that resurrection power of Christ that is within us, by God's gift.  Look in Romans 6, verse 6,	
“Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin.”  

And again, the term, "should not" means, how God operates in our life.  It's something God does in us.  Just like the rest of the mystery, it’s all of God.  Its all by what God has done through Christ.  He does it in us.  

Colossians 2, verse 9, through 14, shows how Christ does it in us. As we read this, WATCH how God accounts us as RIGHTEOUS.
Colossians 2, verse 9, 
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

And ye are complete IN HIM, 
which is THE HEAD of all principality and power:
Colossians 2, verse 11,
In whom also YE ARE CIRCUMCISED 
with the circumcision made without hands, 
in putting off THE BODY of the SINS OF THE FLESH 
by the circumcision of Christ:
Contrast Christ's body, containing all the fullness of the Godhead.
Colossians 2, verse 9, 
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Contrast that with, the way that we have the "body of the sins of the flesh PUT OFF, in 
Colossians 2, verse 11,
In whom also YE ARE CIRCUMCISED 
with the circumcision made without hands, 
in putting off THE BODY of the SINS OF THE FLESH 
by the circumcision of Christ:
Christ did NOT put away our sins when He was physically circumcised on the eighth day. The circumcision, or cutting away, that put away our sins, WAS ON THE CROSS, when Jesus Christ was,
Isaiah 53, verse 8, 
He was taken from prison and from judgment: 
and who shall declare his generation? 
for he was CUT OFF OUT OF the land of the living: 
for the transgression of my people was he stricken.
Colossians 2, verse 11,
In whom also YE ARE CIRCUMCISED 
with the circumcision made without hands, 
in putting off THE BODY of the SINS OF THE FLESH 
by the circumcision of Christ:

So, for believers in Paul's gospel of salvation, we are in Christ, and in Him, the body of the sins of the flesh, ARE CUT OFF. So, we should LIVE, as God views our WALK, in Romans 8, verse 1,
… who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Now, lets continue in the Colossians reading at
Colossians 2, verse 12,
BURIED with him in baptism, 
wherein also ye are RISEN with him 
through the faith of the operation of GOD, 
who hath RAISED HIM from the dead.
13,
And YOU, BEING DEAD in 
your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
hath he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses;
14.
BLOTTING OUT the handwriting of ordinances that 
WAS AGAINST US, 
which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;
IN CHRIST, It was CUT AWAY from us. 

Now, lets jump back again in Colossians 2, verse 6, it's reemphasized, 
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord”, 
that's when you received Him, or believed him to be your Savior, 
 “so walk ye in him:”  

He does it for you.  Just like He did salvation for you, he does your daily reigning in life for you.  Walk in him. 
 "so walk ye in him"

