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Romans 6, verse 7, is a landmark verse.  Lets compare Romans 6, verse 7, with Romans 6, verse 14. First, here is Romans 6, verse 7,
“For he that is dead is freed from sin” 
Now, here is Romans 6, verse 14,
“For sin shall not have dominion over you: 
for ye are not under the law, 
but under grace.”  

As you compare those two verses, you can see that death has no dominion over you, and that sin does not have dominion over you.  You are freed from sin, in verse 7, and in verse 14, ye are not under the law.  

So therefore, sin is the transgression of the law from which you are freed.  There was sin before there was the law, the Mosaic law.  Romans 5, verse 14, characterizes that whole period of time, from Adam to Moses is as a time of death.  So, Romans 6, verses 7, and 14, are related.  

Lets go on to,
Romans 6, verses 8, through 10: 
“Now if we be dead with Christ, 
we believe that we shall also live with him: 

Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; 
death hath no more dominion over him. 

For in that he died, he died unto sin once: 
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.”  

Christ died unto sin, ONCE.  It is not something that we have to ask him to do, over and over.  When he died it was for all sins.  It wasn't just for sins of the past.  It was for ALL SINS, otherwise, those salvation verses would not work, IF he didn't die for our sins.  He died for our sins, and believing that, we are saved.  So, he did it once, you believe once, and you are given the GIFT of THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD.  

When we do mess up and sin, we must change our mind about the sin we did, and we know that it was wrong, and that's another way of saying to repent, to change your mind about what you did.  But it's not a matter of repenting, TO BE SAVED.  Its a matter of CHANGING YOUR MIND about your sinning, and living the life that God has put in you, THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD.  

Of course, you will be sorry. You will be sorry that you have hurt the One who died for you, and Who lives in you.  But then you go on. You've got the gift of God's own righteousness, and you can be thankful.  Just like the verse in Colossians 2, verse 6, 
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk ye in him:” 

And that goes for when you do have a sin that you realize you've done, or that you fall into, you treat it the same way, you treat it that God has already taken care of it, by his grace on the cross.  You stop sinning, and continue to live Christ's life IN YOU.  

Lets look at Romans 6, verse 3, in relation to Romans 6, verse 10, that Christ died unto sin once, and we see in Romans 6, verse 3, 
“Know ye not, that 
so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into his death?”  
We were baptized into that death of Christ.  
Romans 6, verse 10, 
For in that he died, he died unto sin once: 
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.

The death was for those sins.  He died once, and when we sin, we have already died in Christ.  That sin has already been paid for by Christ, and we stand WITH HIM, and IN HIM.  In Christ, we have already died for that sin, on Christ's cross.

Lets look at Romans 6, verse 2.  Why does that matter?  We are dead to sin.  
“God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, 
LIVE any longer therein?“  

And he goes on to show us why we are dead to sin, because we were baptized into Jesus Christ’s death.  WE ARE, DEAD to sin.  That's the FACT upon which we can look into Romans 6, verse 11, and because we actually are dead to sin, we can therefore RECKON ourselves to be dead unto sin.  
Romans 6, verse 11,
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

It is NOT this new age thing of thinking something into being, In other word, its NOT that if someone merely considers themself to be dead to sin, then they can not sin.  
That's NOT it.  

The truth of the matter is in verses two, three, seven, and eleven, that we are “dead to sin”, because we have been “baptized into his death”.  So therefore, in other words, SINCE YOU ARE DEAD to sin, 
“RECKON ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin.”  
Don’t just let it be a fact, but reckon it to be so in your life.   Put it into action in your daily life.  
“but ALIVE UNTO GOD through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  

So that's some of the things to go through when temptation hits, and there are many wiles of the devil.  Know that, according to Second Timothy 3, verse 12, 
“all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”  
And temptation too, according to First Corinthians 10, verse 13,
“There hath no temptation taken you 
but such as is common to man: 
but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it.”  
That's part of the Christian life. 

Let's look at Romans 6, verse 13.  It is going on in the same thought.  And this whole passage here is all talking about the righteousness of God IN YOU.  

It's all part of that mystery that was NOT revealed in the Old Testament.  It's all part of that mystery that was NOT revealed in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  It’s all part of the mystery,  being the preaching of Jesus Christ according to the revelation of the mystery.  That is that second part of the outline in Romans 16, verses 25, and 26.  

Romans 6, verse 13, 
Neither yield ye your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: 
but yield yourselves unto God, 
as those that are alive from the dead, 
and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

Well, that says a lot, doesn’t it.  Those verses give us instructions about how to live, and what to do when you're tempted.  None of us are sinless.  Our body is not yet redeemed.  That comes at the "catching up."  We still have to deal with our members, as it says there, YIELDING YOUR MEMBERS.  

So as a believer, when you sin, God doesn't throw you away.  You are not useless, from then on.  Whether it's a white lie, or whether it's a murder, or adultery, or breaking a promise, or some other sin, God doesn't THROW YOU AWAY.  

Look at Acts 13, verse 39,
And by him all that believe ARE JUSTIFIED FROM ALL THINGS, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.
The Bible says that you are JUSTIFIED FROM ALL THINGS. You do have the forgiveness of sins, in
Ephesians 1, verse 7,  
In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
the FORGIVENESS OF SINS, 
according to the riches of HIS GRACE;
and God has already given you that gift of His own righteousness, to help you live.

And don't forget, we are ambassadors.  We represent God and his righteousness to the world, NOT as a priest does, NOT as Israel does, but in a different sense.  We are to display the manifold wisdom of God to the world around us 
(Second Corinthians 5, verses 18, through 20;  
Ephesians 3, verse 10), 
as well as to angels, that are watching 
(First Corinthians 4, verse 9;  
First Corinthians 11, verse 10;  
Ephesians 3, verse 10;  
First Timothy 5, verse 21). 

We are going on to Romans 6, verse 14, 
“For sin shall not have dominion over you: 
for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”  
IF you were under the law, sin would have dominion over those that were under the law.  
Every person that was under the law, sinned, and fell short of the glory of God.  But we are not under the law.  Therefore, we can yield ourselves as instruments of righteousness unto God, as in verse 13. 

So, we will go on to Romans 6, verse 15, 
“What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, 
but under grace? God forbid.”  
In fact, that's what he has been saying here.  God within you, the righteousness of God within you, prevents you from doing that, forbids you from doing that.  
You could step out on your own, let your pride take over, and do a sin, but that's not your nature anymore, that's not the righteousness that God has placed in you, that's not what is pleasing to God, and it's not the RECKONING yourselves to be DEAD UNTO SIN.  We ARE DEAD unto sin, and we need to reckon ourselves so.  

Now, lets read Romans 6, verse 16, and 17, 
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?  
17
But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, 
but ye have obeyed from the heart 
that form of doctrine which was delivered you.  

The main thing that I'm trying to get across today, is that, this whole thing is about the mystery that was unrevealed before.  But Paul is letting us know that the Christian life, choosing to to be a servant of God instead of a servant of sin, yielding your members servants of righteousness rather than of unrighteousness, this whole thing IS BY GOD.  

t's not by our doing.  ITS BY GOD within us.  It is by that RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD, that we get.  

I believe the first time that is introduced, is in Romans 3, verses 21, and 22, that we went through earlier.  Its also mentioned briefly in the summary or an introduction form in Romans 1, verses 16, and 17, 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  
17,
For therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith:...”  
Jesus Christ had FAITH that God the Father would forgive those sins of our's that God had made Him to be, and that, He was dying for, and raise Him from the dead, as proof that we are justified.  And, we have FAITH that WHAT CHRIST DID, DOES FORGIVE OUR SINS, and SAVE US.  So, its 
“FROM faith TO faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”  

So, this gospel of Christ that Paul is talking about in Romans 1, verse 16, IS the righteousness of God, REVEALED.  That's what we live by.  That is what we have within us, and is a free gift, justified freely.  How can we be justified?  God requires total righteousness, his own righteousness, and that's what he gives us, that's how we are justified, as it says in Romans 3, verse 24. 

We will read about serving two masters in Romans 6, verses 18, and 22, where Paul kind of summarizes.  In Romans 6, verse 18, Paul says, 
“Being then MADE free from sin, 
ye became the servants of righteousness.”  
Romans 6, verse 22, 
“But now being MADE free from sin, 
and become servants to God, 
ye have your fruit unto holiness, 
and the end everlasting life.”  
The outcome of your life is holiness.  So we have everlasting life, and we have holiness.  But as he said, it's a matter of yielding, of reckoning, of choosing it.  We are still free agents in this body, and that's our life.  

We have a tremendous resource though, that we are dead to sin, Romans 6, verse 2, and that as we reckon ourselves dead to sin, this righteousness of God acts out in our life.  

As it says there in Romans 6, verse 22, holiness is the result of that imputed righteousness of God within us.  Holy living is our walk.  

Now don't get afraid of the word holiness, because there are holiness churches.  That is kind of the opposite of what Paul talks about here.  They believe you are only saved if you live a holy life.  It is the opposite here.  God gives us his own righteousness, and that produces a holy walk within us, as we MORTIFY our members, and then the RECKON ourselves dead to sin, and YIELD ourselves instruments of righteousness.  Remember the emphasis is God and what he does.  It's him, placing his righteousness within us, and it's us receiving it, living by it, and realizing that when we trusted him to save us from our sins, we died with him.  We were crucified with Christ.  That was when?   33 A.D?  So, we CAN live a different life because of it. 

The summary of this teaching is in 
Romans 6, verse 23, 
For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We are going to see Paul as the chief of sinners, chief meaning, “head” or a prototype”.  Its NOT that he's the worst sinner, but, he is the showman, the poster boy, so to speak, for sin, as he said in First Timothy 1, verse 15.  
This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world TO save SINNERS; 
of whom I am chief.

This is just a preview kind of thing, but, then Paul turns around in the next verse, First Timothy 1, verse 16, and he is the prototype, the first: 
Howbeit for this cause 
(the faithful saying just mentioned) 
I obtained mercy, 
that IN ME FIRST Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
for a pattern to 
them which should HEREAFTER BELIEVE ON HIM to life everlasting.
He says that “IN ME FIRST” Christ showed all long-suffering in saving sinners BY THIS PATTERN that Christ introduced through Paul, and that we, and everyone after him that believes, follows that pattern by believing on him to life everlasting.  

That's another summary verse.  I mean, it doesn't have all of the elements of salvation in it: the cross, et cetera, but it does remind us of it, and we can go find what God says in the end of Romans 4, or in the beginning of First Corinthians 15, WHAT HE MEANS BY SALVATION.

