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ROMANS 7 VERSES 1 THROUGH 20

Lets start in Romans seven, verse 1. This starts off with an analogy, and gives us clues as to who is being addressed, who is being spoken to in is part of Paul's epistle. Starting with Romans 7, verse 1, Paul is talking to them which know the law.
"Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) 
how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth."
So, Paul is starting into this analogy. but he gives us a clue as to whom he is speaking here.  
"I speak to them that know the law,"
So, at this point, he is not talking to all men, only to those who know the law.  Who is Paul talking to that know the law, to Jews, to proselytes to Judaism, and to Greek Gentiles that blessed Israel, and feared the God of Abraham.

In other places we also see that. Lets look at the Romans 2, verse 17.We see that Paul says, 
"Behold, thou art called a Jew, 
and restest in the law, 
and makest thy boast of God"
In Romans 2, verse 17, Paul is talking to Jews.

But, look at Romans 11, verse 13. At least at this point, in Romans 11, Paul is saying, 
"for I speak to you Gentiles" 

Why do there seem to be differences there?  When you go back to a Romans 1, verse 16, Paul mentions that he is SENT to the Jew first and also to the Greek. he says, 
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" 

The Greeks were the Gentiles that had come to the synagogues to find the God of Abraham. They had blessed Israel, knowing that Israel was God's means of working with people, as it says in John 4, verse 22.  
"Salvation is of the Jews" 
That was true, AT THAT TIME. But, according to the Bible, things did change. We now have salvation offered directly to us, but by A DIFFERENT OFFER from God.  God interrupted His earthly, prophecy program, and set up a pattern FOR ALL OF US, starting with Paul being the first person in the Bible that was offered that pattern.as the Bible says in First Timothy 1, verse 16. 
Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that IN ME FIRST Jesus Christ might 
shew forth all longsuffering, 
FOR A PATTERN to them which should 
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.

Lets look in Romans 1, verse 7. Paul says,
"to all that be in Rome" 
So, as he is writing, he says it's from 
"Paul," 
and he says it's 
"To all that be in Rome, 
beloved of God, 
called to be saints"

That's the reason why he wrote to them. He wrote to them, calling them to be Saints. He is telling them how to be saved, and laying out God's plan before them. In the past, we went through how he had an outline. Paul was going to cover what he called 
"my gospel," 
and then 
"the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery" 
That second of THREE PARTS is what we are going through here, basically from Romans 5, verse 12, through the end of Romans 8, verse 39. So, Paul writes, 
"to all that be in Rome." 

And, as we goes through his epistle, you find different places, like little landmark verses in which he notes who he is actually talking to, at that time in the epistle. Whether he is talking to Gentiles in Romans 11, verse 13, or Romans 1, verse 13, where he also mentions that he is speaking to Gentiles. Or, if you look in Romans 4, verse 1, he talks about Abraham being 
"our father." 
So, at that point, Paul is talking to Jews. Abraham was not my father, but every Jew, every Israelite has Abraham as a father. so at that point he's talking to Israel. So, Paul identifies who he is talking to, as he goes through here. 

As we begin this study, in Romans 7, verse 1, Paul speaks, 
"to them that know the law." 
At this point, Paul is speaking to the Commonwealth of Israel, those Jews, Jewish proselytes, and Greeks, that met in the synagogues, on the Sabbath Day, or heard the scriptures in the synagogue. They knew the law.
Actually, in this case, being in Rome, Paul had NOT yet physically been there, to preach to them by the time he wrote this epistle. So this epistle was to the Commonwealth of Israel in Rome, being the Jews, proselytes to Judaism (Gentiles circumcised and called Jews), and Greeks (which are Gentiles that bless Israel). 

In Romans 7, verse 4, Paul says, 
"ye also are become dead to the law" 
and he explains with this analogy in Romans 7, verse 2, to show how we are become dead to the law.
For the woman which hath an husband is 
bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; 
but if the husband be dead, 
she is loosed from the law of her husband.
3  
So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, 
she shall be called an adulteress: 
but if her husband be dead, SHE IS FREE FROM THAT LAW; 
so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man.
4  
Wherefore, my brethren, 
YE ALSO ARE become DEAD to the law BY the body of Christ; 
that ye should be married to another, 
even to him who is raised from the dead, 
THAT we should bring forth fruit unto God.

So, this analogy is about what he spoke of in Romans 7, verse 1, that
"I speak to them that know the law," 
and that is to whom this analogy is directed, the Jews, proselytes, and Greeks, that existed back then, at that time, in Rome. It is NOT FOR US to apply to ourselves, in our different situation.. 

So, we see that Paul is not saying that to us. He is speaking to those Jews, proselytes, and Greeks in Rome at that time, NOT YET TO ALL MEN. Paul is NOT even saying that they were married to Christ.  In this analogy, Paul is saying that, AS IT IS when a man dies, that his wife is free to marry another, well he goes on to say in Romans 7, verse 4, that, 
"YE ALSO are become dead to the law BY the body of Christ"

Well, we weren't under the law;  but those Jews were under the law BACK THEN. Paul is beginning to explain the transition, and he says it's 
"by the body of Christ" 
Well, what about the body of Christ, look in Romans 6, verses 2, through 7, in sequence here, and get the picture of what he is referring to 

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into his death?
4  
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: 
that LIKE AS Christ was raised up from the dead 
BY the glory of the Father, 
EVEN SO we also should walk in newness of life.
  
For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, 
we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:
6  
Knowing this, that our old man is crucified WITH HIM, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin.
  
For he that is dead is freed from sin.

That is what Paul is talking about here, when he is referring to them, being dead by the body of Christ. If you look back one verse, in Romans 6, verse 6, it says, 

"Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin.  

So, they are not only dead to sin, but also dead to THE LAW, BY the body of Christ, BY Him being crucified, and them being crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed. 

Next, come back to Romans 7, verse 5. 
For when we were in the flesh, 
the motions of sins, which were by the law, 
did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.
In a sense, Paul is speaking as the chief of sinners 
which he calls himself in First Timothy 1, verse 15. 
This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus CAME into the world TO SAVE SINNERS; 
of whom I AM CHIEF.

Then in Romans 7, verse 6, in a sense, Paul is speaking as the CHIEF, or FIRST pattern follower. Christ set up a pattern by which to be saved,  which we now know as the gospel of salvation, called the gospel of Christ. It was called the gospel of Christ, while there were Jews and the Greeks to be won from Israel's remnant according to the election of grace.  But it was called the gospel of the grace of God, when it was SENT to all men, no longer only to the Jew first and also to the Greek.. 

But we see that we are delivered from the law. Only the Commonwealth of Israel had the law to be delivered from. Lets read Romans 7, verses 5, and 6. 
"For when we WERE in the flesh, the motions of sins, 
which were by the law, 
did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.

But now we are delivered from the law, 
that being dead wherein we were held; 
that we should serve in newness of spirit, 
and not in the oldness of the letter." 

You can see the transition, the difference between the old and the new, between what people were, before Christ, and then after salvation.

Let's take a look at Romans 7, the last half of verse 25, right here. It summarizes the last few verses. Let's take a look to help us, to get an understanding of these verses.
 
"So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; 
but with the flesh the law of sin.”

Paul is going to be telling how these two can fit together, without us being offensive to God, and at the same time, without God compromising His justice. As it says in Romans 3, verse 26, God justifies us while remaining just, 
"that he might be just, 
and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus." 

God has to remain just. How can this happen? How can these fit together? That is pretty much what he is covering here. 

After we first look at Romans 7, verse 25, regarding Paul's statement, we will then look at First Corinthians 2, verse 16.

"So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God" 

"Who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? 
But we have the mind of Christ."

So, a believer has the mind of Christ, and does not need to try and figure things out by human wisdom or philosophy or other means. We have the mind of Christ. That helps us understand the God-inspired scriptures.That makes a difference in our daily living, too. 
"I myself serve the law of God, with the flesh the law of sin."

So, when we look at the difference, Our death with Christ, and God's imputed righteousness, frees us from the law. If you look back at the Romans 7, verse 4, we see, 
"Wherefore, my brethren, 
ye also are become dead to the law 
by the body of Christ" 

So, the body of Christ, dying on the cross was God's means of our becoming dead to the law. Those who believe that he died for them, are imputed God's righteousness. In our account, we have Christ's own righteousness, not our righteousness. It's not looked at, whether we live a sinless life, or whether we are a mass murderer. That's not looked at if we are a true believer in Christ having died for all of our sins, because we have been imputed the righteousness of God. 

Don't misunderstand me. I am not saying that it gives us license to sin. It certainly does NOT! 

God gives us many instructions about Godly living. If we look at Romans 6, verses 7, and 18, we see that God's imputed righteousness also frees us from sin. 
"he that is dead is freed from sin" 

"being then made free from sin, 
ye became servants of righteousness." 

That is all part of God's transaction, God's way of saving us. As we have looked before, we have seen that when you trust in Christ to save you, by becoming a believer in Paul's gospel, you're baptized into the body of Christ, you're baptized into Christ, you're baptized into his death, you're sealed by the Holy Spirit, you're accounted with the righteousness of God, You are given the position of being raised up together with Christ, You are given the position of being made to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

Jim Brackin's 3 minute reading called "Who Are You-In Christ" lists about 77 benefits to the believer, in Christ. All of those are part of that transaction, when we believe in Christ. They are all part of that pattern, that God set up. That list of benefits is all part of the mystery it was not available before God initiated that pattern, with Paul, the prototype, being the first to believe, and to be saved by that gospel. 

