Dear Friends,

I am writing this letter to let you know a decision I have made concerning my ministry. I think most of you realize I had a heart attack a year ago. Although I was fortunate to have no heart damage, I turn 71 on Sept. 5 and I realize that I must think of the time I will no longer be able to pastor a church. I feel it is time to sell the building and change the focus of my ministry. Considering what we have seen happen when men die or leave the ministries they have started, we can see a building is a burden to leave. I feel we must make this move while we are still physically and mentally able to handle it and to try and make it as easy as possible for our children as they see us through old age.

When we built this building, it came about because of a rather large donation to my ministry. I was told I could do as I wished with it, but it seemed that it could best be used in the ministry if it was invested in property. Property taxes in this area are very high and that makes renting a meeting place very expensive. By building a facility, we were able to get the tax exemption allowed to churches and have a place to meet at a much lower cost. It has served us well for the last 14 years. We have been able to have Bible classes, conferences, academies, weddings, memorial services, etc., all without having to pay rent to do it. The added bonus was the apartment upstairs where we could live and not have to make a house payment or pay rent.

The expenses of the building have always been my responsibility and provision by the Lord has been perfectly adequate. I could find no place in the Bible where a man should lead a group of people into a debt situation for a building. The expenses have been covered by donations to my ministry that came from many different sources....not just the people who attend here, but donations from other classes and out of State and also from our personal resources when we sold our house and from Barbara’s working. I have never felt that the way I did my ministry was any sort of pattern for others to follow and each man’s ministry is his own. This is just the way I did it because of the resources that I had. I was criticized when I built the building and I am sure I will be criticized for selling it. However, I have always tried to preach the gospel and teach the Bible correctly and reach as many as I could for the glory of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

It would be egotistical to think that the ministry here will not go on if I am not here or this building is not here. The building has been a blessing and we hope you all have been edified here. However, the church is not a building, but rather people who belong to the Lord. There are now several men in the area who are willing and do teach Bible classes. The ministry here should and will go on. There is Scott Mitchell, Steve Gotberg, Clyde Hearron, Wayne Reeh, Dick Mallard, Duane Wieding, Dean Hodgson, Ernest Sanchez and Peter Badillo (when he is in the USA). Those of you who do not teach, should see it as a ministry to support these men with your giving, attendance and offering meeting places for Bible classes.

It is our most earnest desire that we not cause any hard feelings or dissension with this decision and that we have your prayers as we try to find a buyer and start this new phase of our life. Classes will continue as usual until that comes to pass.. When it sells, I will continue to teach Bible Classes on line and wherever the Lord opens doors, just as I always have.

You are welcome to copy and share this letter verbatim with those you think are interested and we hope you will do that rather than have dis-information arise with different interpretations of what I am doing. Hopefully and prayerfully, this explains it all.

Sincerely, In Christ,
Jerry Lockhart

